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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel

Inside the Issue

MEMORIAL
DAY
CEREMONY
Remembering those who
gave the ultimate sacrifice

SEPTIC
MAINTENANCE

SUMMER FIRE
SAFETY TIPS

Learn how to locate and
properly maintain your septic

A special message from the
Fire Marshall on how to stay
safe this summer

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
Last month the Township Committee passed a resolution in which the governing
body called upon the governor and state leaders to amend the new state law
which reduces the penalties for underage drinking and limits a police
department’s ability to protect our children and keep our communities safe. As
written, this law places an undue burden on our police officers and significantly
hinders them from enforcing underage drinking laws. Holmdel is specifically
affected with PNC Bank Arts Center announcing a full lineup starting in July. It is
also likely that our local hospital, Bayshore Medical Center, which has already
been inundated with challenges due to the pandemic, will have to deal with an
influx of admissions due to unchecked public intoxication. The Township
Committee hopes the Murphy administration will listen to our feedback and take
action to overhaul this faulty law.
On a lighter note, Holmdel Township looks forward to Summer 2021 and the
transition to our post-pandemic next normal. There are many exciting things
happening in Holmdel as we move into the summer months. Our program
calendar is filling up and I encourage you all to take advantage of everything our
Township has to offer, including summer camp at Cross Farm Park, our newest
public park, and a full slate of education programs at the Holmdel Library – all of
which you can read about inside this newsletter. Our Swim Club is open for
business, with membership numbers back to 2019 levels. I am excited for the
season, and I look forward to seeing many of you there and around town this
summer.
As always, I thank you for helping to move Holmdel Forward!
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KEEPING BRANCHES AND FOLIAGE CLEAR
OF ROADS AND WALKWAYS

As foliage and vegetation continue to grow this time of year, The Holmdel Township Police Department
would like to remind residents of pertinent ordinances to help keep our roadways and sidewalks safe for all
users.
Keep trees and branches cut to a height of 8 ft over sidewalks
Keep trees and branches cut to a height of 20 ft over all roadways
Keep all vegetation (trees, shrubs, bushes, grass, weeds) cut to a height of 2.5 feet within 10 ft of all
roadways and 25 ft from all intersections
Keep all vegetation clear from obstructing the view of all traffic signs and signals
Keep all vegetation clear from sightlines necessary for the safe operation of motor vehicles on any
roadway within the Township
Keep all vegetation cut within 10 ft of any public utility line, pole, or support
Township residents are also reminded that landscaping and tree service companies are required to remove
any and all brush/leaves if they are hired for such work per Township Ordinance. Any violations of these
ordinances can be reported to Holmdel Township Code Enforcement by calling 732-946-2820 x1316.

MEMORIAL DAY CEREMONY
On Monday, May 31, residents joined the Township
Committee and staff to commemorate those who
made the ultimate sacrifice in service to our nation.
The flag outside Town Hall was raised to half-staff by
the Holmdel Township Police Department Honor
Guard, and current and former service members in
attendance were invited to raise the flag of their
branch of the armed forces. The Township
Committee and other groups laid memorial wreaths
at the base of the flag. Mayor Buontempo shared
stories of specific Holmdel residents who served their
country, and resident and Mayor Emeritus Art Davey
was honored as the inaugural Holmdel Veteran of the
Year. After a rifle salute from the Honor Guard, Taps
was played as a tribute to the brave men and women
who gave their lives for our country.
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SEPTIC MAINTENANCE

Septic systems manage household wastewater, and the
maintenance and safe operation of a home septic system is the
homeowners’ responsibility.
Operating septic systems remove pollutants in household
wastewater. Septic system failures can cause threats to public
health or possible groundwater contamination. A failing
system can also be expensive to repair or replace! A few septic
system “dos and don’ts” will help keep your system running
safely and efficiently, protecting property, health, and the
environment.
First, learn the location of your septic system. A sketch should
be included on your household plans, and a licensed inspector
can help locate your system.
Have the septic inspected at least once every three years and
pumped periodically by a licensed inspector/contractor.
Make sure to only put biodegradable items down your sinks
and drains. Disposing of floss, cigarette butts, diapers, coffee
grounds, or household hazardous chemicals down your sink
can clog and damage your septic system.

HAVE THE SEPTIC
INSPECTED AT
LEAST ONCE
EVERY THREE
YEARS AND
PUMPED
PERIODICALLY BY
A LICENSED
CONTRACTOR

Use water efficiently, and check with an inspector before
installing a garbage disposal unit to make sure your septic
system can handle the waste.
The drainfield is an important part of your septic system. Do
not drive or park vehicles on top of it, as this can damage the
system. Make sure to only plant grass on top, as roots from
trees or shrubs can also cause damage. Keep drainage from
roofs, sump pumps, or other systems away from the drainfield,
so as not to overload it. Make sure to follow regulations when
emptying pools or hot tubs, and do not empty them over a
drainfield.
If you see pooling water or muddy areas around your system,
check with a septic system professional. You can learn more
tips for efficient system operation from the New Jersey
Department of Environmental Protection Division of Water
Quality’s “A Homeowner’s Guide to Septic Systems”.
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ALEXANDER CHING DOG
PARK OPENING

On May 31st, Mayor Buontempo and the family of Alexander
Ching cut the ribbon and officially opened the Alexander
Ching Memorial Dog Park at Bayonet Farm. They were joined
by Committeemen Prakash Santhana and DJ Luccarelli,
representatives from the Design-Build landscaping contractor
Twin Resources, the Holmdel First Aid Squad, and dozens of
residents, family, friends, and pets.

RESIDENTS
AND THEIR
PETS ARE
WELCOME TO
VISIT THE
DOG PARK

The one-acre park features off-leash play areas, shaded
overhangs, and benches. The park has two sections, one for
large dogs and one for small dogs. Residents and their pets are
welcome to visit the dog park every day between dawn and
dusk. Please remember to clean up after your dog!
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Thank you to our volunteer EMS squad, pictured here helping out at Holmdel’s “Vax-TEEN” event and at the
Alexander Ching Memorial Dog Park opening. See the article below for more information on how to volunteer!

EMS VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Holmdel First Aid Squad (HFAS) is a dedicated, diverse group of residents that have been serving the
emergency medical needs of the community for over 50 years. Do you want to make a meaningful
impact in your community while learning new skills and welcoming new challenges? Training and
equipment will be provided upon successful completion of a trial period and committee approval.
Interested individuals are encouraged to contact HFAS at 732-946-3239 or visit their website for
additional information on volunteering.
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A MESSAGE FROM THE FIRE MARSHAL
During the summer months, we enjoy barbecues, pool parties, and firepits in the backyard. While enjoying our
summer, we should remember that home fire safety doesn’t stop at the door! The Holmdel Township Fire
Marshal has some tips to keep your homes and yards safe from fire this summer.
Nothing says “summer” like a meal from the grill. Make sure your home is protected by keeping your grill at
least three feet away from your home or from anything flammable, including siding and decking. Keep your
grill clean so leftover grease and fat won’t catch fire and stay with the grill the entire time you are cooking.
If enjoying a home firepit, whether permanent or portable, be sure your fire pit is located at least three feet
away from anything flammable. Store matches and lighters out of the reach of children, and make sure to keep
a close eye on children and pets when a firepit is in use. Use a metal screen over wood-burning fires to prevent
sparks from escaping, and make sure the fire is completely out before leaving your yard.
During 4th of July celebrations, the best way to safely enjoy fireworks is to attend a public firework show, as
home fireworks can be dangerous for people, pets, and property.
Don’t forget that Township Fire Prevention Permits are required for the following:
Food trucks
Tents over 200 square feet
Portable generators
Catering companies who are bringing their own equipment or propane tanks
Bonfires
Public fireworks
Controlled or open burns
If you have any questions, please contact Alexandra Blasi of the Community Development office at 732-9462820 ext. 1306 or ablasi@holmdeltownship.com.

VOLUNTEER
FIREFIGHTERS
NEEDED
Will you answer the call? The
Holmdel Fire Rescue Company
#2 is looking for volunteer
firefighters. No experience is
necessary. We will provide you
with the equipment and training
necessary to become a certified
firefighter. Volunteering is one
of the most rewarding and
enjoyable experiences you could
have, and the skills you will learn
as a volunteer firefighter are
invaluable. Be a part of the
tradition. Be a part of the
excitement. Be a part of the
community. Join us today! For
more information, contact us at
info@hfrc2.org.

Work continues on the Township’s new firehouse, pictured here in May 2021.
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HOW TO APPLY FOR MARRIAGE
LICENSE/DOMESTIC
PARTNERSHIPS
MUNICIPAL
COURT
UPDATES
Applications for Marriage Licenses and Domestic Partnerships are
done by appointment only. Appointments are available Monday Friday, between 9:00 am - 4:00 pm. Holmdel residents or couples
who live out of state and are getting married in Holmdel are the
only people who can obtain their license through this office. If both
applicants are non-Holmdel New Jersey residents the application
must be done in either applicant's town of residence. Both
applicants must bring the following information:
Photo ID/Proof of Residence
If either applicant had been married previously, a copy of the
divorce decree or death certificate
A witness, over the age of 18, who knows both applicants
$28.00 fee payable at the time of application; personal check or
cash
Applicants need to know and spell parents' full names and places
of birth
Applicants need to know where they are getting married, when
they are getting married, and who will be performing the
ceremony
Applicants need to know Officiant’s name, title, mailing address,
and phone number
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As of June 7, 2021, Holmdel
Municipal Court is still being
held virtually. The Court is
now able to accept credit
cards for payment, which
can be made at Township
Hall
on
Mondays,
Wednesdays, and Fridays
from 8:30 am to 4:00 pm,
Tuesdays from 8:30 am to
6:00 pm, and Thursday from
7:00 am to 4:30 pm. If you
have any questions, please
call the Municipal Court at
732-946-4713.
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PLASTIC BAG BAN
LAW

Heads up, Holmdel – plastic
bags may soon be a thing of
the past.
Late last year, New Jersey
passed legislation prohibiting
the use of single-use plastic
and paper bags in all stores
and food service businesses
statewide. This law will take
effect in May of 2022. In
addition to single-use bags,
New Jersey will prohibit
polystyrene
foam
food
containers and cups, with
some exceptions. Beginning
this November, food service
businesses will only be allowed
to provide plastic straws upon
request.
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WHEN THUNDER ROARS, GO
INDOORS!

As summer approaches, it is important to take thunderstorm
safety seriously. Thunder and lightning storms are dependent
upon warmth and moisture, so they occur more often in the
spring and summer months, particularly in the more humid areas
of the country. According to the National Oceanic and
Atmospheric Administration (NOAA), there are approximately
1,800 thunderstorms occurring at any given time, which means
there are about 16 million thunderstorms per year.

THERE ARE
APPROXIMATELY
1,800
THUNDERSTORMS
OCCURRING AT
ANY GIVEN TIME

Residents should observe the following safety precautions when
thunderstorms are predicted:
Avoid outdoor bodies of water during the storm
Find shelter – Remember: when thunder roars, go indoors!
Remember the 30-30 rule: after you see lightning, start
counting to 30 - If you hear thunder before you reach 30, go
indoors -suspend activities for at least 30 minutes after the last
clap of thunder
If you are outdoors and shelter is not available, crouch down as
low as possible
Avoid metal wires or structures
Thunderstorms often lead to flash flooding – avoid travel
during severe thunderstorms if possible and do not drive
through moving floodwaters
If your home loses power, report the outage directly to Jersey
Center Power & Light at www.firstenergycorp.com or by
calling (888) 544-4877
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OPERATION VAXTEEN
On May 25th the Holmdel Township
Committee hosted Operation VaxTEEN in
partnership with Bayshore Medical Center.
Holmdel was able to connect 100 teen
residents with Pfizer COVID-19 vaccine in
preparation for school, summer camps,
summer sports, and going off to college.
Holmdel is grateful to the Bayshore staff
for staffing the event, Holmdel First Aid
Squad for providing on-site emergency
support, Waffle Cabin of Monmouth
County and Wahoo's of Middletown for
providing tacos and waffles for the Taco
Tuesday afterparty, and all those who
contributed to this event's success!
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INDIA PANDEMIC RELIEF
The Holmdel Indian Association (HIA), with support from the
Alliance of Chinese Americans at Holmdel, has launched a
fundraising drive to support people in India through their
current surge in COVID-19 cases. As life begins to come back
to normal here at home, it is heartbreaking to see India
battling the world’s largest COVID-19 wave. It is an
unprecedented health crisis, with thousands of daily cases
overwhelming medical facilities and causing shortages in
supplies and hospital beds.
The goal is to raise $200,000 for emergency medical supplies,
including the much-needed medical-grade oxygen. As fellow
Holmdelians, the Association and Alliance ask for your support
to reach the fundraising goal. The campaign can be accessed
on GoFundMe or by scanning the QR code below. Thank you
for your support.

AS FELLOW
HOLMDELIANS, THE
ASSOCIATION AND
ALLIANCE ASK FOR
YOUR SUPPORT TO
REACH THE
FUNDRAISING GOAL

Members of the Holmdel Indian Association and Alliance of Chinese Americans at
Holmdel, together with Committeeman Prakash Santhana, have launched a COVID-19
relief campaign.
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HOLMDEL AREA WALK-UP VACCINE SITES
All New Jersey residents over the age of 12 are now eligible to receive a vaccine. Those aged 12-18 are
only eligible for the Pfizer vaccine. The following vaccine sites are open:
Bayshore Medical Center (18 and up)
Monday through Friday 10 am – 6 pm
Offering both Moderna and Pfizer vaccines
Ages 12 & up
Now offering the second shot to those who received the first dose of Moderna elsewhere
Monmouth County Health Department at Brookdale College
Tuesdays, Wednesdays, Thursdays 8 am-4:30 pm
Saturdays 8am-12pm

UPDATES TO NEW JERSEY PANDEMIC GUIDELINES
As of June 4th:
THE STATEWIDE INDOOR MASK LIMIT HAS BEEN LIFTED
Businesses are still permitted to require masks for their guests/customers/employees
The requirement of maintaining six feet of social distance in both indoor and outdoor settings
has been lifted
There has been complete removal of remaining indoor gathering limits
NJ employers may allow vaccinated employees to work without a mask
The requirement to accommodate remote working arrangements and to reduce on-site staffs to
the minimal number necessary has been rescinded

IMPORTANT LINKS
New Jersey At-Home Vaccination Appointments for
the Homebound
New Jersey COVID-19 Vaccine Finder
Visiting Nurses Association Vaccine Site at Bell Works
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