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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
I hope everyone is looking forward to cooler weather, family time
around bonfires, and pumpkin picking at one of our many local farms.
This November there are three ballot questions up for consideration on
Election Day. They each have the potential to make a lasting impact on
our town, so I urge all residents to give them careful consideration. On
the back cover of this newsletter, you will find more information on the
upcoming referenda to help you cast an informed vote.
This month it was my honor to speak on behalf of the Township
Committee and recognize Holmdel’s emergency service workers and
first responders for their dedication to keeping our community safe and
healthy. October 12th is now officially “First Responders Day” in the
Township of Holmdel, a day to honor our emergency service workers
and first responders for their service.
As always, I thank you for helping to move Holmdel forward.
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FIRST RESPONDERS DAY
During the October 12th Township Committee meeting,
Mayor Buontempo and the members of the Township
Committee recognized Holmdel’s emergency service
workers and first responders. The mayor invited
representatives from the Holmdel Township Police
Department, Holmdel Fire & Rescue Company #2,
Holmdel First Aid Squad, the Office of Emergency
Management,
and
the
Community
Emergency
Response Team (CERT) to receive a proclamation and
special commemoration. The proclamation officially
declared October 12th to be “First Responders Day” in
the Township of Holmdel. The commemoration
contained a photo from Holmdel’s September 11th
commemoration. The backdrop of this event was a flag
that flew over the Philadelphia International Airport air
traffic control tower on September 11, 2001 and was
later gifted to the United States Air Force who flew the
flag in Afghanistan.
“One of the first things I learned upon moving to
Holmdel years ago was that this community has an
incredibly dedicated band of emergency service
workers and first responders,” the mayor said during his
remarks, “their commitment to the health and security
of this township ensures that Holmdel continues to be
the safe community that we are proud to call home.”
Holmdel Township is grateful for the service of our
police officers, firefighters, first aid squad members, and
CERT team members. Thank you for all you do to keep
our Holmdel community safe!

THANK YOU TO OUR
FIRST RESPONDERS

VETERANS DAY
Save the Date for our Veteran’s Day celebration! This
year’s ceremony will take place on Saturday, November
13th at 10:30 am in Phillips Park. All are invited to join
us as we recognize a Holmdel Township Veteran of the
Year and commemorate the service and sacrifice of all
our veterans.

October 2021

Page 3

LEAF REMOVAL

The Township will continue with residential leaf removal starting in
November, with additional collection dates forthcoming in December.
To find your section, please visit the Department of Public Works
website, https://www.holmdeltownship.com/leafremoval. Leaves are
only picked up during the prescribed collection times. Leaves should
be placed in a “wind-row” type pile along the curb line in front of your
home. Do not put leaves in bags. Leaves should not be mixed with
brush, debris, or grass clippings. Do not place leaves within ten feet of a
stormwater inlet or basin. Put your leaves out no earlier than one week
prior to the collection date. Leaves may be collected at any time,
Monday through Friday, 7 am to 3 pm the week of the collection date
listed. If you have any questions, please contact Public Works at 732946-2820 ext. 1952.

HOLMDEL TOWNSHIP
RESIDENTIAL PAPER
SHREDDING EVENT

WHEN:
Saturday, November 6
9:00 am – 1:00 pm
WHERE:
HOLMDEL DPW
14 CRAWFORDS CORNER ROAD,
HOMDEL
Is it time for you to dispose of private
and confidential files safely?
Come to our mobile paper-shredding
event! Bring all confidential, sensitive,
and private papers.
Limited to 100 lbs. of paper per person.
Due to heavy demand, the weight limit
will be strictly enforced. Service will be
stopped once the truck is filled. Remove
large binder clips. Staples and paper clips
are ok.
This is a free service to Township
Residents only. Proof of residency will
be required.
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TREX COMMUNITY RECYCLING
CHALLENGE
Holmdel Township is once again taking part of the Trex
community recycling challenge. If we collect 500 pounds of
plastic to recycle between October 15th and April 15th, Trex will
present Holmdel with a free bench to place in a public area. We
will have a collection bin in the lobby of Town Hall for your
plastic bags.
When you bring in your plastic bag, it begins a process to be
sent to a grocery distribution center. The plastic is then shipped
to Trex, a company that will recycle the plastic film.
If we meet our challenge, we will have successfully directed over
40,000 plastic bags from waste into recycling! All bags must be
clean, dry and free of food residue. The following plastic can be
recycled as part of the challenge:
· Grocery store bags/plastic shopping bags
· Bread bags from sandwich bread
· Bubble wrap
· Dry cleaning bags
· Newspaper sleeves
· Ice bags
· Plastic shipping envelopes
· Ziploc and other food storage bags
· Cereal bags
· Case overwrap (i.e. around water bottles)
· Salt bags
· Pallet wrap and stretch film
· Wood pallet bags
· Produce bags

Bring your old plastic bags to the
bin in the Town Hall lobby.

TRASH CAN REMINDER

Thank you for participating in our recycling challenge!

ROAD IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM

Holmdel Township’s 2021 Road Improvement Program is
scheduled to begin between October 18th and October 25th,
weather permitting, with an approximate two to four week
completion date. Affected residents will be contacted prior to
construction with any special instructions. Access will be
maintained for residents, school buses, trash pickup and
emergency vehicles.
October 2021

To make for safe and clean streets,
residents are reminded that trash
and garbage containers should be
placed at the curb only on days
when trash will be collected. All
trash cans and containers should
be moved from the curb by the
end of the day the trash is
collected.
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2022 PROPERTY ASSESSMENTS
In November you will be receiving your 2022 Assessment Postcard in the mail from the Monmouth County Tax Board. We
wanted to take this opportunity to provide some background on what is occurring with property assessments in the Township of
Holmdel and how it affects the Township’s tax rate.
Recently, the overall value of properties in Holmdel has increased. The valuation of all the properties within the Township and
the tax rate are proportional. So, if the Township valuation increases, the tax rate decreases. For tax year 2022, the aggregate value
of Holmdel Township will be about 9.5% higher than it was in 2021. Therefore, barring any unforeseen circumstances, we
anticipate that the 2022 tax rate will be lower than the 2021 tax rate due to these increased property values. If your assessment has
increased less than the baseline (less than 9.5%), you will pay a lesser proportionate share of the Township’s tax levy in 2022.
The assessment function serves as the distribution mechanism of the property tax levy which is a combination of municipal,
school and county taxes. Since taxes are intended to be split up amongst the property owners based on the market value of the
properties, it is critical that the assessment process is uniform, accurate, fair, and transparent.
Frequently Asked Questions (FAQ) can be found on the Tax Assessor’s page of the Township website
(www.holmdeltownship.com/153/Tax-Assessment). The FAQs give better insight into the assessment function and provide
information on how to file an assessment appeal should you feel your 2022 assessment does not reasonably represent the current
market value.

2020 AUDIT REPORT
The Township auditor discussed the 2020 audit report with the Finance Advisory Committee. The auditor stated that the
township finances are in good standing and did not identify any deficiencies in internal control and found no instances of
noncompliance that are material.
He further stated that the township needs to maintain a healthy reserve to keep our AAA rating.
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HOLMDEL POLICE ACHIEVE STATE ACCREDITATION
At a ceremony held on September 22, 2021, the Holmdel Police
Department received Accreditation from the New Jersey State
Association of Chiefs of Police (NJSACOP). Accreditation is a selfinitiated, voluntary process and is based on standards that are reflective
of best practices in law enforcement. It is the certification that a law
enforcement agency has met specific requirements and prescribed
standards. Accreditation reflects that the agency was carefully
measured against an established set of state and national standards and
has met or exceeded accepted practices in the field of law enforcement.
“Originally, accreditation was considered a ‘feather in the cap’ of a
police department,” stated Holmdel Police Chief John Mioduszewski.
“However, things reached a tipping point not too long ago. Receiving
accreditation was originally considered an added bonus for a police
department, but in recent years it has become a liability for a
department not to be an accredited agency.”
“Because it is such an intensive process, many (if not most) departments contract with an outside vendor to
assist them. When Holmdel committed to finishing the accreditation process, the department committed to
doing it ourselves, in-house. Fortunately, through the efforts of our entire department, and in particular
Captain Frank Allocco, Sergeant Charles Groder, and Sergeant Vincent Imperato, we completed the process in
June 2021,” concluded Mioduszewski.
In presenting the accreditation certificate, NJSACOP Accreditation Program Director Harry J. Delgado stated
that upon final review by the accreditation board, the Holmdel Police Department had achieved 100%
compliance with the accreditation standards and no actionable items. This achievement is exceedingly rare,
especially among agencies that do not contract for the assistance of an outside vendor during the process.
Benefits of accreditation include:
11% fewer police professional liability claims;
18% fewer workers compensation claims;
31% fewer auto liability claims; and
Substantial insurance discounts to the municipality.
In addition to fiscal advantages, there are other important benefits:
Greater accountability within the agency;
Stronger defense against lawsuits and citizen complaints;
Increased community advocacy; and
Job satisfaction. Officers in accredited agencies are able to take pride that they have been objectively
recognized for their professionalism and adherence to the highest standards.
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COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT
The Holmdel Township Building Department is always actively
looking out for the consumer. We do this by confirming contractor
licensing requirements, ensuring compliance with licensing laws and
prior approvals, checking for signatures and properly completed
forms, and aiding applicants throughout the process. Since due
diligence ultimately resides with the consumer, please keep in mind
these key items:
Home Improvement Contractors offering residential home
improvement services are required by law to be registered with the
State of New Jersey as Electrical, Plumbing, and Mechanical
Contractors to practice their trade. You can verify that the
contractors you hire are appropriately registered or licensed by
visiting https://newjersey.mylicense.com/verification/.
Any contract for home improvement services of more than $500
must be in writing and requires certain additional information
about the contractor and the project. For more information on
requirements, call our building department at 732-946-2820 ext.
1313 or visit the New Jersey Division of Consumer Affairs Laws &
Regulations page.
Homeowners hiring a contractor should require that the contractor
obtain all necessary construction permits prior to the start of work.
Homeowners should NOT represent that they are doing the work
when a contractor is actually performing the construction.
Final payment to the contractor is not due until all final
inspections pass.
For more information, please see “Hiring Home Improvement
Contractors”, published by the New Jersey Department of Consumer
Affairs, or visit their web site at www.njconsumeraffairs.gov.
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EASEMENTS AND THE RIGHT OF WAY
Property easements can be complicated, but it’s important residents and
homeowners have a basic understanding of their significance. An
easement on your property is a legal right given to another person or
organization to use that property, but only for a specific purpose. For
example, a “sewer easement” might mean that a sewer line runs
underneath your backyard. It doesn’t mean you don’t own that portion of
your backyard – it just means that the owner of the sewer line has the
right to go through your property to access the sewer line if they need to.
(If there’s a leak in the sewer line in your backyard, that access becomes
important very quickly!)
There are many kinds of easements, including a specific type called a
“right of way”. Rights of way are easements that grant the right to travel
over someone else’s property. A common right of way is along public
roads, including the space above and below the curbs, roadway and
sidewalks. Basketball hoops or other obstructions left in the right of way
can be dangerous for our Township vehicles and employees, especially
when they are engaged in plowing operations during winter months.
Residents are reminded to not leave anything in the Township’s right of
way. These efforts help the Township clear the roads quickly and safely
during inclement weather.
Rights of way are not the only common type of easement. Utilities can
also have easement rights on or adjacent to your property. Imagine a tree
from your property is growing under a power line and endangering the
cables. A utility has the right to trim the parts of the tree that are below the
power line and could damage their property, making sure the delivery of
power continues safely for all customers. If the Township has a piece of
property or infrastructure behind or around your land, such as a pump
station, there may be an access easement. That means the Township has
the right to cross your property to access their equipment. If you have an
access easement on your property, it’s important that you maintain open
access – for example, you would not be able to put a solid fence across an
access easement, because the Township would not be able to get through
if needed. Conservation easements are a legal obligation to restrict the use
of part of a property to protect environmentally sensitive features. For
example, you may not be able to place fill in part of your yard that has a
conservation easement to prevent flooding.
It's important to note that easements do not give ownership rights to
anyone. You still own and maintain your property. Easements just give
another entity, such as the Township, limited legal rights in certain
conditions.
If there are any easements on a property, they should be listed in the title
paperwork and on land surveys, in addition to being disclosed during the
sale of a property. There are also ways to do research beforehand. If you
are not sure if a specific property in Holmdel has a Township easement,
or you would like more information about the size of a right-of-way,
contact our Zoning Office at 732-946-2820 ext. 1316.
October 2021
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MUNICIPAL ALLIANCE
Holmdel’s Municipal Alliance reminds residents that
resources are available for those who struggle with addiction.
JSAS Healthcare is offering free training on the use of
Narcan, as well as Narcan nasal spray kits, for anyone at risk
of an opioid overdose or anyone whose friends or family
may be at risk. Any participant in the training will receive a
voucher for 30 days of free substance abuse treatment at
JSAS Healthcare, Inc. that may be distributed to whoever
needs it. This training is virtual and held every Tuesday at
1:00 pm, Wednesday at 3:00 pm, and Thursday at 6:00 pm.
For
more
information,
contact
Diane
Villari
at
dvillari@jasashealthcare.org. The New Jersey Addiction
Hotline is 1-844-276-2777.

BIRTH OF CONFUCIUS
CELEBRATION
On Saturday, September 25th, Mayor
Buontempo joined the members of the
Jersey Shore Chinese School for their
celebration of the birth of Confucius.
Mayor Buontempo gave remarks about the
philosopher and presented the school with
a proclamation on behalf of the Township
Committee.
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HOLMDEL HIGH SCHOOL
50TH REUNION
On October 2nd, Mayor Buontempo joined the first
two classes of Holmdel High School, the Class of
1974 and Class of 1975 in celebrating the 50th
anniversary of the opening of the school. The
alumni had an entire weekend of events, including
a dinner in honor of the inaugural principal of
Holmdel High School, Dr. Richard White. At the
dinner, the mayor presented Dr. White with a
proclamation and the Key to the Township.

Pictured: Frank Csulak, Dr. Richard White, Michael Pomarico, and Mayor Buontempo

RED RIBBON WEEK

The Township Committee declared October 23rd to 31st Red
Ribbon Week in recognition of the negative effects alcohol and drug
abuse have on individuals, families, and communities. At the
October 12th meeting, all Township Committee members wore red
ribbons to signify support for those impacted by drug abuse and to
encourage today’s youth to pursue healthy lifestyles. Nationally, Red
Ribbon Week is dedicated to the memory of Enrique Camarena, a
drug enforcement agent killed in the line of duty. Since 1988,
National Red Ribbon Week has been held annually in October to
signify the importance of united community efforts to prevent drug
abuse. If you or someone you know is suffering from addiction, help
is available. Call New Jersey’s free, confidential addiction hotline at
1-800-238-2333 to speak with a specialist at any time.
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FIRE PREVENTION WEEK

Fire Prevention Week is observed each year during the week of
October 9th. During Fire Prevention Week, children, adults and
teachers learn how to stay safe in case of a fire. This year’s Fire
Prevention Week campaign is called “Learn the Sounds of Fire
Safety” with the goal of educating everyone to recognize the different
sounds smoke and carbon monoxide alarms make. Knowing what to
do when an alarm sounds will keep you and your family safe. When
an alarm makes noises, a beeping sound or a chirping sound, you
must take action. See our graphic for more information.
Here are commonly asked questions about smoke and carbon
monoxide alarms:
What’s the difference between smoke alarms and carbon monoxide
(CO) alarms? Why do I need both?
Smoke alarms sense smoke well before you can, alerting you to
danger. In the event of a fire, you have as little as two minutes to
escape safely. This is why smoke alarms need to be outside every
bedroom, such as in a hallway, and on every level of the home,
including the basement. Do not put smoke alarms in your kitchen or
bathrooms.
Carbon monoxide, or CO, is an odorless, colorless gas that displaces
oxygen in your body and brain. It can render you unconscious before
you even realize something is happening to you. Without vital
oxygen, you are at risk of death from carbon monoxide poisoning in
a short time. CO alarms detect the presence of carbon monoxide and
alert you to get out and call 9-1-1.

KNOWING
WHAT TO DO
WHEN AN
ALARM
SOUNDS
WILL KEEP
YOU AND
YOUR FAMILY
SAFE

How do I know which smoke and CO alarm to choose for my home?
Choose an alarm that is listed with a testing laboratory, meaning it has
met certain standards for protection. Whether you select a unit that
requires yearly changing of batteries, or a unit that you change out at
the end of 10 years, either will provide protection. CO alarms also
have a battery backup. For the best protection, use combination
smoke and carbon monoxide alarms that are interconnected
throughout the home. These can be installed by a qualified electrician
so that when one sounds, they all sound. This ensures you can hear
the alarm no matter where in your home the alarm originates.
What if someone in my home is deaf or hard of hearing?
There are smoke alarms and alert devices that alert people who are
deaf or hard of hearing. These devices include strobe lights that flash
to alert people when the smoke alarm sounds. You can also install
pillow or bed shakers designed to work with your smoke alarm.
If you have any other questions, or you are interested in volunteering,
please contact the Holmdel Fire Department’s non-emergency line at
732-203-1025.

October 2021

Page 12

October 2021

Page 13

September 2021

Page 14

On November 15th, Holmdel Township will host the NJ MVC Mobile Unit. The visit by the
Motor Vehicle Commission’s mobile unit will enable senior residents to access crucial motor
vehicle services right here in town. The unit will be stationed at the Senior/Community Center
(6 Crawfords Corner Road) and will run from 10 am – 2 pm. The MVC will give priority to the
first 40 residents who are pre-registered, and all additional residents will be placed on a wait
list.
Available services will include: driver’s license renewals, Real IDs (limitations), registration
renewals, veteran/handicap/Purple Heart placards, permits, and non-driver IDs. Residents can
also drop off their old license plates.
Because the Real ID process takes additional time (approximately 30 minutes), the unit will
only be able to assist 12 people with obtaining Real IDs. At the moment, Real IDs are limited to
those whose current license expires in the next six months. Those who are interested in Real ID
should indicate such on the registration form and plan to arrive between 10:00 am-12:00 pm.
Customers will need six points of ID as defined by the NJ MVC and must bring their social
security card.
For more information about the six
www.holmdeltownship.com/MVCMobileUnit.

points

of

ID

and

to

register,

visit:

Pre-registration is required. Residents should be 65+ to register - those who are not senior
citizens are welcome to walk-up on November 15th to be placed on the wait list.
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UPCOMING REFERENDA
On the general election ballot, there will be three public referenda for Holmdel
voters.
Open Space
In 1998, Township voters approved the creation and funding of a Holmdel Open
Space Trust Fund with a collection rate of one cent per $100 of assessed property
value. The collection rate was raised in 2000 to 2.5 cents per $100 of assessed
property value. This question proposes an increase in the collection rate by one cent
to 3.5 cents per $100 of assessed property value. In addition, the fund would be
renamed the “Municipal Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, and
Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust Fund” in accordance with State
requirements. Eligible uses of the trust fund include land acquisition, recreational
improvements, land maintenance and upkeep, historic preservation, farmland
preservation, and floodplain protection. If the referendum passes, the collection rate
will increase to 3.5 cents per $100 of assessed property value, resulting in an
additional $436,560 annually in the fund and approximately $70.04 additional levy
for the average homeowner. If the referendum does not pass, the collection rate will
remain at 2.5 cents per $100 of assessed property value.

BALLOT DROP BOX

LOSAP
Since 2002, Holmdel Township has maintained an Emergency Services Volunteer
Length of Service Award Program (“LOSAP”). The program rewards volunteer
members of the Holmdel Township Fire Department and Holmdel First Aid Squad
for their services by providing fixed annual contributions into a tax-deferred
income account for qualifying first responders. Currently, the LOSAP programs
provide an annual contribution of $1,150 per person. This public question seeks to
amend the LOSAP ordinance to increase the annual contribution to the maximum
amount currently allowed by law, $1,580 per person. In addition, this amendment
seeks to authorize future cost of living adjustments without the need for voter
approval. If this referendum passes, the LOSAP ordinance would be amended to an
annual contribution of $1,580 per person, and it would further authorize automatic
cost of living adjustments in future years. If the referendum does not pass, the
LOSAP contribution would remain at $1,150 per person.
Charter Study Commission
This November, residents will have the opportunity to vote on whether to establish
a Charter Study Commission (CSC). If enacted by the voters of Holmdel, the
commission will investigate the various possible forms of government that could
replace our current Township form. At the same time that the voters decide
whether there will be such a commission, they vote for the members, with the five
persons receiving the highest votes becoming the members if the CSC is authorized.
This commission process is authorized by the state’s Optional Municipal Charter
Law of 1950 (OMCL), which also details the specific options for replacement forms
of government. The CSC may recommend that the municipality change to one of
these new forms or that Holmdel adopt a special charter. After the work of the
commission is done and a recommendation is made, the voters of Holmdel will
have an opportunity to vote on whether to enact the CSC’s recommendation at a
future referendum election.
October 2021

Holmdel Township has installed a ballot
drop box at the Senior/Community
Center at 6 Crawfords Corner Road. The
box is open 24 hours a day for voters to
place their mail-in ballots in.
The box will be open until 8 PM on
election day, November 2nd.
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