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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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FALL
RECREATION
Mark your calendars for
upcoming fall activities
around town

VETERAN OF
THE YEAR

BACK TO
SCHOOL

Nominate a veteran of the
year by October 12th

Be mindful of students and
buses now that school is
back in session

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
Now that summer is in the rearview mirror it is time to look ahead
to fall. I would like to welcome back our teachers and students. I
wish you all a happy school year and remind residents to be mindful
of students and buses now that school is back in full swing.
An exciting fall lineup of community activities is available for
residents to enjoy. Be sure to mark your calendars and keep an eye
on future newsletters for more information and announcements. I
hope to continue to see so many residents coming out to share in
some fun events.
As a reminder, this year we will be continuing our tradition of
naming a Holmdel Township Veteran of the Year. Within these
pages, you will find details on how to submit your nomination of a
resident veteran for this recognition. The deadline is October 12.
Local businesses can also participate in thanking a veteran by
participating in the Monmouth County Veteran’s Discount program.
Please consider offering a special discount to veterans who patron
your business.
As always, I thank you for helping to move Holmdel forward.
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BACK TO SCHOOL SAFETY TIPS
Teach children to use the buddy system, whether they walk to and from school or wait at the bus stop.
There is safety in numbers. For children who take the bus, make sure that they know their bus number
and can identify the official vehicle at a glance.
Only cross the street at the designated areas and obey traffic signals and other signs. Younger children
should be supervised when crossing, and parents need to ensure that they know how to stop, look, and
listen for any incoming cars in both directions before going across.
Train your child until he or she knows what to do when a stranger approaches: say NO, get away, and
tell an adult who can be trusted about the incident as soon as possible. Under no circumstances are they
to get in a vehicle or come with a stranger.
Use a secret password for the family, and teach your children that they shouldn’t go with anyone else
without that password. Make them realize that the family password will always be given to someone
who is picking them up and that they should be immediately suspicious if someone appears to be just
guessing. Your child should be aware that the password should never be shared with anyone.
Practice “what if” scenarios until you are convinced that your child can make good judgment calls
when something unexpected comes up. Some of the more important what-if scenarios would include:
what if someone tells you that a family member got in an accident and you needed to come with the
stranger immediately? What if it starts to rain while you were walking to or from school? What if you
suddenly felt dizzy or ill while en route to the school or to the house? What if someone takes away your
phone, bag, watch, etc? Discuss every conceivable option for your child; role-playing exercises are a
good way to evaluate if your child understands.
Latch Key Situations: If your child will be coming home to an empty house after school, this requires
an entirely different set of safety regulations. You have to make sure that your child is mature enough
to know what to do in an emergency, as well as well-versed on what not to do while alone in the house.

DON’T PASS A STOPPED SCHOOL BUS
– THINK TWICE, SAVE A LIFE
You might think that if you do not see school students, driving by a
stopped school bus and ignoring its flashing red lights is okay. It is not
okay. In fact, it’s illegal. And it could turn deadly. Nationally, over the
past 32 years, 414 students have been killed while in the process of
being picked up or dropped off by a school bus. This translates into
almost 13 deaths each year over the last three decades. Those motorists
either did not know what flashing red lights meant or disregarded
them. These drivers caused hundreds of deaths that could have easily
been prevented.
To prevent more deaths like these, learn the law and obey it.
1) On a two-lane highway, or other road not divided by some type of
physical barrier, stop at least 25 feet from a stopped school bus with
flashing red lights whether or not you are traveling in the same
direction as the bus.
2) Stop at least 25 feet from a stopped school bus with flashing red lights if you are on a divided highway and on the same
side of the highway as the school bus. Remain stopped until all students are safely on the bus or on the side of the
highway, and until the bus’s flashing red lights have been turned off.
3) Vehicles approaching a stopped school bus – but from the opposite side of a divided highway – that is picking up or
letting off students may pass at 10 mph or less and must remain at that speed until completely past the stopped school
bus.
4) Travel no faster than 10 mph by a stopped school bus that is picking up or letting off students directly at a school (or
day camp or any school-related activity) located on the same side of the highway where the school bus is stopped. Note:
School bus drivers are required to use flashing red lights when their bus is stopped to pick up or drop off students, and
until every student is safely on the bus or clear of the bus and highway.
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UPCOMING REFERENDA
On the general election ballot, there will be several public referenda for
Holmdel voters. Voters will decide if the Township should increase the
collection rate to the Holmdel Township Open Space, Recreation,
Floodplain Protection, and Farmland and Historic Preservation Trust
Fund; whether to increase benefits for volunteer first responders pursuant
to the Length Of Service Award Program (“LOSAP”); and whether to
establish a charter study commission.
Open Space
In 1998, Township voters approved the creation and funding of a
Holmdel Open Space Trust Fund with a collection rate of one cent per
$100 of assessed property value. The collection rate was raised in 2000 to
2.5 cents per $100 of assessed property value. This question proposes an
increase in the collection rate by one cent to 3.5 cents per $100 of assessed
property value. In addition, the fund would be renamed the “Municipal
Open Space, Recreation, Floodplain Protection, and Farmland and
Historic Preservation Trust Fund” in accordance with State requirements.
Eligible uses of the trust fund include land acquisition, recreational
improvements, land maintenance and upkeep, historic preservation,
farmland preservation, and floodplain protection. If the referendum
passes, the collection rate will increase to 3.5 cents per $100 of assessed
property value, resulting in an additional $436,560 annually in the fund.
This amounts to a $70.04 increase in the annual levy for the average
homeowner. If the referendum does not pass, the collection rate will
remain at 2.5 cents per $100 of assessed property value.
LOSAP
Since 2002, Holmdel Township has maintained an Emergency Services
Volunteer Length of Service Award Program (“LOSAP”). The program
rewards volunteer members of the Holmdel Township Fire Department
and Holmdel First Aid Squad for their services by providing fixed annual
contributions into a tax-deferred income account for qualifying first
responders. Currently, the LOSAP programs provide an annual
contribution of $1,150 per person. This public question seeks to amend
the LOSAP ordinance to increase the annual contribution to the
maximum amount currently allowed by law, $1,580 per person. In
addition, this amendment seeks to authorize future cost of living
adjustments without the need for voter approval. If this referendum
passes the increase would be effective January 2022. If the referendum
does not pass, the LOSAP contribution would remain at $1,150 per person.
Charter Study Commission
As communities grow and change over the years, their local government
needs may also change in order to effectively coordinate the growing
responsibilities of the municipality. This November, residents will have
the opportunity to vote on whether to establish a Charter Study
Commission (CSC). If enacted by the voters of Holmdel, the commission
will investigate the various possible forms of government that could
replace our current Township form. At the same time that the voters
decide whether there will be such a commission, they vote for the
members, with the five persons receiving the highest votes becoming the
members if the commission is authorized. This commission process is
authorized by the state’s Optional Municipal Charter Law of 1950
(OMCL), which also details the specific options for replacement forms of
government. The CSC may recommend that the municipality change to
one of these new forms or they may recommend no changes. If the
commission is established, its work is done and a recommendation is
made, the voters of Holmdel will have an opportunity to vote on whether
to enact the CSC’s recommendation at a future referendum election.
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HOLMDEL SEEKS
REPAYMENT

On September 1, Holmdel Township
filed
suit
against
Matthew
O’Donnell, the Township’s former
tax appeal attorney. The Township
is seeking recovery of overpayments
charged during the time Mr.
O’Donnell and his former firm,
O’Donnell McCord, served as the
Township’s attorney. It is the
Township’s position that while
involved in a corruption sting
operation with the State of New
Jersey, Mr. O’Donnell overbilled
Holmdel taxpayers for his services.
Mr. O’Donnell pled guilty to second
degree Conspiracy to Commit
Misconduct by A Corporate Official
in July 2018. The Township was not
informed by the state of these
charges. Despite his guilty pleas, the
state allowed him to continue to
serve as tax appeal counsel until
2019, billing the Township $373,134
from 2016-2019.
In
the
interest
of
fiscal
responsibility, and as part of our
pledge to be responsible stewards of
taxpayer dollars, the Township is
seeking
repayment
for
Mr.
O’Donnell’s overbilling, as well as
punitive damages.
Since the Township has selected
Gluck McGrath, to serve as tax
appeal attorney, Holmdel has paid
the firm less than half of what Mr.
O’Donnell had previously been
charging, greatly saving taxpayer
dollars.
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On August 26th, Mayor Buontempo presented Holmdel
business All Care Physical Therapy with a proclamation at
their Open House as they reopened to full service
following the COVID-19 pandemic.

IMPORTANT RECYCLING DATES
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OVERDOSE AWARENESS DAY

August 31, 2021 was Overdose Awareness Day. The Prevention
Coalition of Monmouth County displayed 51 flags outside
Town Hall in recognition of the 51 Monmouth County
individuals lost to overdoses so far this year. Holmdel is a
Stigma-Free community, and local resources are available. No
one needs to suffer alone. The Holmdel Township Alliance for
the Prevention of Drug and Alcohol Abuse establishes a
comprehensive, coordinated substance abuse program each
year with partner organizations. If you or someone you know
is in need of substance abuse treatment, resources are available
with the Department of Human Services. In the event of an
immediate medical emergency, contact 9-1-1.

HOLMDEL IS
A STIGMAFREE
COMMUNITY,
AND LOCAL
RESOURCES
ARE
AVAILABLE

JSAS Healthcare is offering free, virtual training on the use of
Narcan, as well as free Narcan nasal spray kits. Training is open
to anyone who is at risk of an opioid overdose or who has
family or friends at risk. All participants will receive a
treatment voucher for 30 days of free substance abuse
treatment at JSAS Healthcare, Inc., to use or distribute as
needed. Training is offered Tuesdays at 1:00 pm, Wednesdays
at 3:00 pm, or Thursdays at 6:00 pm throughout September.
For
more
information,
contact
Diane
Villari
at
dvillari@jsashealthcare.org.
L.E.A.D., Law Enforcement Against Drugs and Violence, is
hosting their second annual 5k Run/Walk on Saturday,
October 2nd in Asbury Park. Your donation and participation
will directly benefit your local L.E.A.D. program, allowing the
schools and children to receive and learn the only tested and
proven effective, evidence-based K-12 anti-drug/anti-violence
curriculum For more information, text APWALK21 to 41444 or
visit their website.
September 2021
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NOMINATE A HOLMDEL VETERAN
FOR VETERAN OF THE YEAR

Holmdel Township is grateful for the dedication and sacrifices
of our veterans and active-duty service members. Our
uniformed service members dedicate themselves to ensuring
our freedoms and protections. This Veteran’s Day, we would
like to continue our tradition of naming a Holmdel Township
Veteran of the Year. If you would like to nominate a Holmdel
Township resident veteran for this recognition, please submit
this form by October 12th. The veteran will be recognized at the
Township’s annual Veteran’s Day ceremony in November.
Please call 732-946-2820 ext. 1205 with questions.

VETERAN PARKING

Along with the many other
Veterans’ and Purple Heartdedicated
parking
spots
throughout
the
Township,
Holmdel installed a dedicated
Veterans’ Parking Space at the
Municipal
Complex.
These
spaces not only show our
appreciation and admiration of
our Holmdel Township military
veterans but also our active
service members. It just one
small way we thank you for
your service.
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Holmdel Township’s Office of Emergency Management (OEM)
is reminding residents that September is National Preparedness
Month. National Preparedness Month (NPM) is an annual
observance to raise awareness about the importance of
preparing for disasters and emergencies that could happen at
any time. The theme for 2021 is “Prepare to Protect. Preparing
for disasters is protecting everyone you love.” Each week in
September, the campaign focuses on a different aspect of
preparedness for individuals, families, and communities.

PREPARE TO
PROTECT.
PREPARING
FOR
DISASTERS IS
PROTECTING
EVERYONE
YOU LOVE.

September 12-18: Low Cost, No-Cost Preparedness
Limit the impacts that disasters have on you and your
family. Know the risk of disasters in your area. Learn how to
make your home stronger in the face of storms and other
common hazards. Check your insurance coverage to make
sure it is up to date.
September 19-25: Teach Youth About Preparedness
Talk to your kids about preparing for emergencies and what
to do in case you are separated. Reassure them by providing
information about how they can get involved.
For more information and to see what you've missed, visit
Ready's website.
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HOLMDEL FIRE UPDATES

Our Holmdel Township First Responders are reminding residents to
mark their homes and businesses with large, easy-to-read numbers.
The address number should be visible from the street. When
seconds matter, our first responders must be able to find you
quickly. Be sure your building numbers are also visible at night and
are not obstructed by landscaping or home decorations.

ANNUAL FUND
DRIVE
Holmdel Fire Rescue Company
#2 is reminding residents they
recently sent out their annual
fund drive letters to everyone
in the community. HFRC2 is an
all-volunteer fire department
that provides 24/7/365 fire
protection to Holmdel and its
residents.
If you haven’t done so already,
please consider donating. As
always,
HFRC2
appreciates
your continued generosity and
support.

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED

Thank you and stay safe!

HFRC2 is always looking for new volunteer firefighters. No
experience is necessary, and all training and equipment are provided
at no cost to you. The volunteer fire service is a great way to expand
your horizons, challenge yourself and meet great new people.
If you know a teenager at least 14 years old who is interested in the
volunteer fire service, HFRC2 is also looking for new members for
the Cadet program. The program is a great way for young people to
learn about the fire service without actually fighting a fire.
Volunteering in the community is a rewarding experience, and it
looks great on college applications!
Please contact info@hfrc2.org for more information
volunteering to be a firefighter or in the Cadet program.
September 2021
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NEW JERSEY UNIFORM FIRE
CODE ENFORCEMENT

The Bureau of Fire Prevention reminds residents they do not need
to wait for a Township inspector to inspect their smoke/carbon
monoxide alarms or portable fire extinguishers. The Smoke
Detector Carbon Monoxide application can be completed on the
Township website.
The Holmdel Fire Prevention Bureau is responsible for enforcing
the New Jersey Uniform Fire Code and the New Jersey Uniform
Fire Safety Act. This includes but is not limited to investigation of
the cause and origin of fires, investigation of fire safety concerns,
and inspection of all businesses and commercial uses within the
Township. The Bureau also conducts various Fire Prevention
educational activities throughout the year.
You can contact the Township’s Fire Official, Dave Olsen, at 732946-2820 ext. 1315 with any questions.

EMS CONTINUED EDUCATION

OUR FIRST AID
VOLUNTEERS
TAKE CLASSES
THROUGHOUT
THE YEAR TO
KEEP THEIR
FIRST AID
CERTIFICATIONS
UP-TO-DATE

Earlier this summer, members of the Holmdel First Aid Squad
attended a Continuing Education Unit training in the Bell Works
training room. Our first aid volunteers take classes throughout the
year to keep their first aid certifications up-to-date. During these
classes, they review response techniques and learn the latest
information about emergency medical response to provide the best
care for their patients. The training pictured here was held by the
squad’s medical director and addressed responding to psychiatric
emergencies. If you are interested in volunteering with the squad,
email holmdelsecretary@gmail.com for more information.
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September 11th Commemoration
“Today is a day of solemn remembrance,” Mayor Greg
Buontempo said in his remarks at Holmdel’s ceremony
commemorating the 20th anniversary of September
11th, “in the chaos that followed 9/11, our nation was
forever changed.” Holmdel residents, emergency
service workers, and the Township Committee joined
family members of those who perished on September
11th to mourn and to remember during the event,
which was held in Memorial Circle at Town Hall on the
evening before the anniversary.
Holmdel’s commemoration was conducted in front of
the 9/11 monument and was backdropped by a large
flag hanging from two fire trucks. The American flag
that was used by the fire department had flown over the
control tower at Philadelphia Airport on September 11th
and was subsequently sent to Afghanistan where it was
flown by the United States Air Force. The ceremony
began with a presentation of colors by the Holmdel
Township Police Department Honor Guard, followed
by the singing of the National Anthem by Holmdel
resident (and former American Idol contestant)
Amanda Coluccio. Members of the Monmouth Police
and Fire Pipes and Drums were on hand to perform the
hymn “Amazing Grace”. Mr. Bill Allingham, father of
Christopher Allingham who passed away on 9/11/2001,
offered an invocation, after which Lisa Hettler, chair of
the 9/11 Committee, recited the names on the memorial
monument. As each of the names was read, the honor
guard rang a fireman’s bell and the families were
invited up to place a candle and a white rose on the
monument. The commemoration concluded with the
release of butterflies by Holmdel Boy Scouts and the
singing of “God Bless America” by the community.
Mayor Buontempo concluded his remarks by pointing
toward the future: “today is also a day to reflect on
another emotion: hope…. Let us continue to work
together to ensure that the sacrifice of our neighbors
and friends is never forgotten, that America continues
to be a safe place to live, and that freedom is preserved
here and throughout the world.”
Special thanks to those who made this ceremony
special, including the Police Department, Holmdel Fire
and Rescue Company #2, the Holmdel First Aid Squad,
Holmdel Public Works Department and Holmdel
Recreation Holmdel Funeral Home, the Holmdel Boy
Scouts, our singer Amanda Coluccio, Assemblywoman
Serena DiMaso and Lisa Hettler, Chair of the 9/11
Memorial Committee.
September 2021
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LIBRARY EVENTS
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LIBRARY EVENTS
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With these unprecedented times, more and more residents are using
the roadways and sidewalks of our Township for walking and biking.
For the safety and courtesy of everyone, we need to take this
opportunity to remind residents about our Township Ordinances
pertaining to brush and leaf piles.
Brush/leaf piles will be placed curbside at the property line. Not in the
roadway and not blocking sidewalks.
Holmdel Township Code Enforcement will be sending out letters
notifying of the violations and how to correct the issue. Noncompliance ultimately results in summonses being issued.
Requirements
Tree limbs must be six (6) inches in diameter or smaller.
The allowed amount of brush at the curb is three (3) individual piles
of branches. Each pile may not exceed four (4) feet high by four (4)
feet wide by six (6) feet long. Please leave at least six (6) feet of space
on each side and between each pile so machinery can grasp the
material.
Do not place branches in the roadway.
Do not stack brush piles near shrubs, posts, hydrants, electrical or
cable boxes, mailboxes, and/or any other objects. Brush must be
accessible for machinery collecting the branches/brush.
The service is provided for residents of the township, brush will not
be collected from any commercial businesses.
If possible, do not stack branches/brush on a sidewalk.
Brush mixed with, stumps, roots, leaves, grass, dimensional lumber,
firewood, or oversized material are not acceptable and will be
refused. Only tree branches and limbs are acceptable.
Due to storm-water Tier A requirements, brush must not be stacked
at the curb any earlier than one (1) week prior to your scheduled
week of collection.
Brush must not be stacked for collection within ten (10) feet of a
storm-water inlet/basin.

THERE ARE
BRUSH
REMOVAL
REGULATIONS
REQUIRED BY
THE STATE
AND COUNTY
THAT MUST
BE FOLLOWED

Regulations
In order for the Public Works to continue to provide brush removal
services, there are many regulations required by the state and county
that must be followed. Residents are urged to place brush at the curb,
not earlier than 1 week prior to collection week. The first roadway may
be picked up as early as 7 a.m. on a Monday morning. Please refer to the
schedule for proper removal weeks as advertised.
There will only be one pick up at your residence during your scheduled
week. The department could be at your residence any time between
Monday and Friday, any time between 7 a.m. and 3 p.m.
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PICK UP YOUR FREE
HOLMDEL MASK!

Pictured: Our friends Joan, Pat, and Jill from the Holmdel Tax Office
staying safe and repping their Holmdel pride!
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As the Delta and Mu variants of the
coronavirus become more prevalent
across the tri-state area, the CDC is
encouraging residents to wear a mask
when in crowded, indoor locations. If
you are in need of a mask and want to
rep your Holmdel pride, stop by Town
Hall during business hours to pick up
your free Holmdel-branded mask!
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