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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel
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Learn a few simple ways to
avoid a deer collision.

A MESSAGE FROM MAYOR BUONTEMPO
With winter on the horizon, many of us are looking forward to Thanksgiving
and adventuring out to select a holiday tree from one of our many local farms.
I’m proud to be a part of this community where we continue to enjoy positive
things happening around us. We have moved forward with demolition after the
groundbreaking on our new firehouse and continue to make progress on our
road paving project. Despite changing the way we live our lives, COVID has not
stopped our town from making these important improvements.
In this time of giving thanks, I am truly thankful for the citizens of Holmdel for
continuing to support one another through these uncertain times. On that note,
I encourage you to consider participating in our Thanksgiving Turkey Drive by
either donating a frozen turkey or a grocery store gift card to assist a family in
need of assistance this Thanksgiving.
In closing, I continue to urge our residents to follow CDC guidance as well as
our daily updates on the Holmdel Township Facebook page regarding the
pandemic so that we may remain stronger together.

CAUGHT IN THE HEADLIGHTS
SIMPLE TIPS TO AVOID DEER COLLISIONS

With winter approaching and
temperatures due to drop, the
Holmdel Police Department
reminds all motorists that
parking is prohibited on snow
covered roads.

With the deer population increasing across the country, and
living space for wildlife on the decline, the number of
incidents involving a deer jumping into the path of a car has
been steadily on the rise.

For further details, please
review Holmdel Township
ordinance 7-7.3.

This is especially true from October through December
when deer activity dramatically increases, resulting in a
significant rise in the number of vehicular collisions.
A deer can literally come out of nowhere, leaving only
seconds to react. Even worse, the collision can result in
significant property damage and even life-threatening
situations. To stay safe, consider the following:
Watch the clock – Deer are most active from sunset to
midnight, and during the hours just before and after
sunrise, which are feeding times. Of course, you run the
risk of encountering deer at other hours of the day, but
these are peak times.
Watch your speed – It’s not just the speed of the animal
that plays a factor – it’s the speed of the vehicle.
Keep your eyes open – Deer do not run alone. If you see
one, there are likely others nearby.
Don’t swerve – If a deer is suddenly in front of you,
sound your horn to frighten it away. Break firmly, but
stay in your lane. Serious crashes happen when drivers
swerve to avoid a deer, only to hit other vehicles or lose
control of their cars.
Wear your seatbelt – Most people injured in deer/car
crashes were unbuckled at the time.
~ Keeping Motorists Safe ~
Holmdel Township Police Department, Traffic Safety Unit
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The traffic pattern at the
intersection of Takolusa Drive
/Telegraph Hill Road and
South Holland Road/Holland
Road intersection is to be
changed from a two way stop to
a four way stop, sometime in
the near future. Please be alert
to the change in traffic patterns
and use caution when
approaching this intersection.
If you have any questions or
concerns, please contact:
Holmdel Police Department’s
Traffic Safety Unit
Ptl. Thomas Struble or
Matthew Menosky
732-946-9690 ext. 1733 or 1731
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Sixteen members successfully attended a 24 hour Introduction to
Fire Pump Operations course. Pictured, the members receive
training on how to use and operate a LDH Manifold.

FIREFIGHTER
TRAINING
EXERCISES
COMPLETED

Members operate the pump panel during a live fire training exercise.

Members utilized the former first aid structure on what will be the site of
the new firehouse to conduct a few nights of training. Members conducted
skills based scenarios on forcible entry, overhaul, attack line operations,
search and rescue.
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HOLIDAY DECORATING AND
CHRISTMAS TREE SAFETY

FACTS
More than one of every four
home Christmas tree fires is
caused by electrical
problems.

Picking the Tree
Choose a tree with fresh, green needles that do not fall off
when touched
Placing the Tree
Before placing the tree in the stand, cut 2” from the base
of the trunk
Make sure the tree is at last three feet away from any heat
source, like fireplaces, radiators, candles, heat vents, or
lights Make sure the tree is not blocking an exit
Add water to the tree stand – be sure to add water daily
Lighting the Tree
Use lights that have the label of a recognized testing
laboratory – some lights are only for indoor or outdoor
use
Replace any string of lights with worn or broken cords or
loose bulb connections
Read manufacturer’s instructions for number of light
strands to connect
Never use lit candles to decorate the tree
Always turn off Christmas lights before leaving home or
going to bed
After the Holidays
Get rid of the tree after the holidays or when it is dry –
dried out trees are a fire danger
Old trees should not be left in the home or garage or
placed outside leaning against the home
Check with your local community to find a recycling
program
Bring outdoor electrical lights inside after the holidays to
prevent hazards and make them last longer
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Although Christmas tree
fires are not common, when
they do occur they are more
likely to be serious.
A heat source too close to the
tree causes one in every four
of these types of fires.

DISCOUNT CODE FOR
A LIMITED TIME

$3 DISCOUNT for Holmdel
residents for Magic of Lights at
PNC Bank Arts Center, valid for
use any MONDAY, TUESDAY,
OR WEDNESDAY night.
The ticket offer is online from
11/13-11/30.
Click Unlock on the
Ticketmaster Link and then
enter the code: HOLMDEL
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WORKPLACE COVID-19 SAFETY

DEMOLITION WORK
BEGINS ON THE
FUTURE
FIREHOUSE SITE

On October 28, 2020 Governor Phil Murphy signed Executive
Order No. 192, providing mandatory health and safety standards to
protect all New Jersey’s workers at work during the pandemic. The
Executive Order will require both private and public sector
employers to follow health and safety protocols that will serve to
protect their in-person workforces.
The Order mandates that as of 6:00 a.m. on November 5th, all
employers, at minimum, require individuals at the worksite to
maintain at least six feet of distance from others to the maximum
extent possible and require employees and visitors to wear masks
when entering the worksite, subject to certain limited exceptions.
Other protocols require employers to:
Provide approved sanitization materials to employees and
visitors at no cost to those individuals;
Ensure that employees practice hand hygiene and provide
sufficient break time for that purpose;
Routinely clean and disinfect all high-touch areas in accordance
with DOH and CDC guidelines;
Conduct daily health checks, such as temperature screenings,
visual symptom checking, self-assessment checklists, and/or
health questionnaires, prior to each shift, consistent with CDC
guidance;
Exclude sick employees from the workplace and follow
requirements of applicable leave laws; and
Promptly notify employees of any known exposure to COVID-19
at the worksite.

ROAD REPAVING
UPDATE
The Township Road Repaving
Program continues to
progress. The following roads
will be paved in November:
Highpoint Rd
Georjean Dr
Line Rd
Flora Dr
Holmes Ct
Willowbrook Rd
Willow Rd

The Executive Order also directs NJDOL to provide compliance and
safety training for employers and employees. The department will
provide materials to inform workers of their rights and businesses of
their obligations as well as coordinate with workforce training
partners to create and provide training. For more information or to
view the full executive order, visit www.nj.gov/governor
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HOLMDEL HONORS ITS VETERANS

On Wednesday, November 11th, veterans, residents, Holmdel
Township volunteers, and members of the Boy Scouts and Girl
Scouts from the Township honored those who served with a
ceremony at Veterans Park. This moving commemoration included
remarks from Mayor Buontempo and Committeeman Santhana as
well as a changing of the colors by the Holmdel Township Police
Department Honor Guard.

Mayor Buontempo announces that
the Township Committee has
established a new Veteran of the
Year recognition

Of special note was Mayor Buontempo’s announcement that the
Township Committee has established a new Veteran of the Year
recognition, and that the inaugural recipient of this honor would be
Mr. Art Davey. Mr. Davey is a longtime Holmdel resident who in
addition to serving as mayor and Township Committee member in
the past, also was one of the founders of the former VFW post in
Holmdel and played an essential role in the creation of the
memorial in Veterans Park.
Mayor Buontempo also noted the passing of Holmdel veteran Steve
“Pop” Cittadino. Pop, a veteran of the Marine Corps during the
Korean War, was an active member of Holmdel’s former VFW post.
He was also an active supporter of youth sports in the community
for over 40 years.
To round out the ceremony, several organizations from the
Township placed wreaths at the memorial. Some of the wreaths
were created by Girl Scout Catherine Petretti as part of her Silver
Award project. These sustainable wreaths will be able to be reused at
similar ceremonies for many years to come.

Wreath created by Girl Scout
Catherine Petretti as part of her
Silver Award project

A special thank you to those who helped make this ceremony
successful: Holmdel Fire Department, Holmdel DPW, Holmdel First
Aid Squad, PBA #239, the Holmdel Kiwanis Club, Holmdel Police
Department, the Holmdel Township Committee, and the Boy
Scouts and Girl Scouts of Holmdel Township.
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MAYOR BUONTEMPO TESTIFIES AT NJ SENATE
COMMITTEE ON LAW & PUBLIC SAFETY
REGARDING JCP&L EMERGENCY RESPONSE

Thank you Chairwoman Greenstein and distinguished members of the Committee for this opportunity to
come here, on behalf of the Township of Holmdel, and share with you our significant concerns regarding
service delivery and emergency response of JCP&L as it relates to Tropical Storm Isaias and power outages
in general.
I come here today on behalf of Holmdel’s angry and frustrated residents who are outraged by the absence
of communication, the slow response and the general lack of customer service received from JCP&L.
Following Tropical Storm Isaias, our community was severely impacted by service disruptions that lasted
upwards of one week. These power outages not only interrupted our residents’ lives, but it also placed a
strain on the Township’s first responders who had to respond to emergencies that resulted from the
prolonged period without electricity. I can personally attest to numerous instances in which residents
reached out to me directly for help with dire medical needs. While this frustration was exacerbated by
Tropical Storm Isaias, the problems with response have gone on for far longer. Holmdel repeatedly faces
long power outages, even when the weather is not as severe as the storm on August 3rd.
I want to give you some specific examples from this last incident.
Holmdel is home to Bayshore Medical Center one of only five hospitals in all of Monmouth County. In the
midst of a pandemic their ability to provide services to patients is critical to managing the outbreak and
reducing the spread of the disease. Unfortunately, it took several hours to get the hospital’s power up and
running. The hospital was within two degrees of having a mandatory evacuation which would have been
catastrophic! Such a critical care facility should be a top priority of any restoration plan.
A second critical issue involved a cul-de-sac community in Holmdel, Allocco Drive. This is a community
with many elderly residents. As a result of the storm a tree came down across the street completely
blocking vehicular access in an out of the neighborhood. If an emergency were to occur it would have been
impossible for response vehicles to reach these residents. In situations such as sudden cardiac arrest, two
minutes can actually be the difference between life and death! Despite numerous attempts for information,
JCP&L was unable to tell us if the tree blocking access was entangled in live wires. This left our residents
stuck in their homes for days with no power, no air conditioning and no access to emergency medical
services. As the Township, we would have removed the tree ourselves, even though it is not our
responsibility, in order to protect our residents. However, we were unable to do so because of a lack of
information. As a last resort, our Police Department had to station an ATV on location in case anyone
needed to be evacuated on an emergency basis. This is simply unacceptable.
(Continued on page 8)
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MAYOR'S SENATE TESTIMONY
(CONTINUED)
My last example is a matter of common sense coordination. On Sunday,
August 9th, almost a full week after the storm, there were two trucks
parked in the Southern portion of town. One was a Verizon truck and
one was from JCP&L. They were not working on anything. When
approached, both parties said they were waiting for direction.
Eventually the Verizon truck left because no one from JCP&L was
providing information. I personally had to step in and manage the
coordination, calling my personal Verizon connections to have them
come back to the site. Eventually services were restored to the residents
in the area - almost a week after the storm. The problem is that in this
instance the crews were ready willing and able to work but did not get
the direction that they need. This shows that the issues are coming from
JCP&L’s lack of a clear strategy. While our government relations contact,
Frank Luna, is always very responsive and available, it was apparent that
even he was not provided the information that could have improved the
situation.
This is by no means an exhaustive list of the public safety concerns that
we have with the response from JCP&, but in the interest of time, I am
giving you these as examples of some of the issues we face.
After the devastating impact of Superstorm Sandy, the Township
believed that JCP&L was embarking upon infrastructure improvements
to prevent prolonged power outages. Two years ago, in July 2018, the
Reliability Plus Initiative was announced aimed at enhancing the
reliability and resiliency of the JCP&L distribution system. Yet Holmdel
Township has not seen improvement in service.

HOLMDEL
REPEATEDLY
FACES LONG
POWER
OUTAGES,
EVEN WHEN
THE WEATHER
IS NOT AS
SEVERE AS
TROPICAL
STORM ISAIAS

The Township is respectfully requesting that JCP&L provide a detailed
action plan for how it can better prepare and respond to power outages.
Specific items that need to be addressed include:
Status of the Reliability Plus Initiative Strategy to be implemented in
order to prevent future outages
Pre-weather event deployment procedures
Details of the company’s deforestation plan
Improved communication plan to advise residents in a timely
manner of the length of outages and where crews will be working
Rebates to our residents for lost food, similar to those offered to
customers of other power companies
Rebates to residents for the installation of generators given the
continued loss of power
I want to stress that we are willing to work with JCP&L in order to ensure
the safety and health of our residents. As Mayor, I am pleased that the
company moved its corporate headquarters to Bell Works in Holmdel. I
know that an effective plan is possible, and we are willing to do our part
to make this happen.
On behalf of the residents of Holmdel and I thank you for your time and
attention to this important matter.

November 2020

Page 9

RECYCLE YOUR FLUORESCENT LIGHT BULBS!

Did you know? The first commercially successful fluorescent light bulb was perfected in 1926
by Edmund Germer!
General Electric bought the patent from Mr. Germer in 1938 and soon thereafter fluorescent
lighting was found in virtually all businesses, factories, hospitals, libraries, and schools. While
the recycling of fluorescent light tubes did not arrive for decades, today’s commercial and
institutional generations can recycle fluorescent lighting at the facilities listed on the NJ
Department of Environmental Protection’s Recycling Information website:
www.recycle.nj.gov
Residents can also recycle their fluorescent light bulbs at Household Hazardous Waste
collection events. Information for these events can be found on the Department of
Environmental Protection website: www.recycle.nj.gov

November 2020

Page 10

RECREATION DEPARTMENT HOSTS FIRST DRIVE BOO
TRICK OR TREAT EVENT
On Saturday, October 24th the Recreation Department,
with the help of many township organizations hosted a
Drive Boo (Drive Thru) Trick or Treating event at
Bayonet Farm. The free event allowed families to enjoy a
safe trick or treating without ever leaving their vehicle.
The event hosted over 400 children and 150 cars.
Participants visited stops staffed by township
organizations including: Holmdel Fire & Rescue #2,
Holmdel DPW, Holmdel First Aid Squad, the Township
Committee, PBA #239, Holmdel Police Department, Boy
Scout Troop 331, Citizens Emergency Response Team
(CERT), Holmdel Kiwanis Club, and Cub Scout Pack 131.
Mayor Buontempo, Deputy Mayor Weber and
Committeeman Santhana staffed the Township
Committee stop and enjoyed handing out Frisbees and
interacting with all the residents in attendance.
Throughout the 15-minute drive through scenic Bayonet
Farm, along with the stops for trick or treating, the
children also were able to see Spiderman, Sleeping
Beauty, Chase, as well as Elsa. There were smiles all
around from grandparents, parents and children.
The Recreation Department would like to thank the
organizations who lent their time to make this a huge
success. We are already planning for 2021!

Holmdel First Aid Squad helps to celebrate Halloween
at Drive Boo Trick or Treat
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Mayor Greg Buontempo and Deputy Mayor Cathy Weber
pose with Spiderman at Drive Boo Trick or Treat

Holmdel police officers participating in
Drive Boo Trick or Treat
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NOVEMBER IS PANCREATIC
CANCER AWARENESS MONTH
Pancreatic cancer begins when abnormal cells within the pancreas grow out of
control and form a tumor. Early detection of the disease can lead to better patient
outcomes. And a key to early detection is knowing the risk factors and symptoms.
Signs & Symptoms:
Abdominal or mid-back pain
Loss of appetite
Jaundice
Weight loss
Nausea
Change in stool
Recent onset diabetes
Risk Factors:
Family history: Risk increases if multiple first-degree relatives had the disease,
or if any were diagnosed under 50
Diet: A diet high in red and processed meats may increase risk, a diet high in
fruits and vegetables may decrease risk
Obesity: Obese people have a 20% increased risk of developing the disease
compared to people of a normal weight
Race: African-Americans and Ashkenazi Jews have a higher incidence of
pancreatic cancer
Smoking: Smoking may cause about 20-30% of all exocrine pancreatic cancer
cases
Gender: Slightly more men are diagnosed with pancreatic cancer than women
Age: The chance of developing pancreatic cancer increases with age
Diabetes: Long-standing (over 5 years) diabetes increases risk
Pancreatitis: Chronic pancreatitis increases risk; risk is even higher for people
with hereditary pancreatitis
Diagnosing Pancreatic Cancer:
Pancreatic cancer must be diagnosed by a doctor. If are experiencing symptoms it
is recommended that you make an appointment to see your family doctor. The
doctor must do a few things to see if you have pancreatic cancer, the doctor will:
Ask about your medical and family history
Perform a physical exam, looking at your body, skin, and eyes and pressing
you’re your abdomen to check for changes around the pancreas, liver, and
gallbladder Possibly order blood, urine, and stool tests
Order an imaging study, like a computed tomography (CT) scan or a magnetic
resonance imaging (MRI)
Get a tissue sample, called a biopsy

EARLY
DIAGNOSIS
AND
TREATMENT IS
KEY

Questions to Ask Your Doctor if Diagnosed:
What tests and scans will you use to confirm a pancreatic cancer diagnosis?
How many people with pancreatic cancer do you diagnose each year?
If I would like a second opinion, can you recommend another
gastroenterologist?
What is my specific diagnosis?
What type of pancreatic cancer do I have?
Where did the cancer start? Is the cancer in the head, body, or tail of my
pancreas?
Has my cancer spread? Do I need more tests to check if it has spread?
What is the stage of the cancer? What does that mean?
What treatment choices do I have?
Can my tumor be removed through surgery? Why or why not?
Will you be involved in my treatment or follow-up?
Will you or someone else help treat symptoms and side effects?
Can you recommend support resources?
REMEMBER, early diagnosis and treatment is key. If you are at all concerned by
symptoms you are experiencing, make a point to have them checked out by your
doctor.
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