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Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel

Message From Mayor Hinds
November is a time to reflect on all we are thankful for
in life. As your Mayor, I encourage all to reach out to
your neighbors, first responders, township staff,
teachers, and administrators and thank those who have
contributed to making Holmdel the best place to live!
We are fortunate to live in such a wonderful place! It is
also very important to make every effort this holiday
season to volunteer to help those less fortunate. There
are multiple opportunities through soup kitchens, warm
coat donations, giving trees and more to help others.
You'll find it a rewarding effort for the whole family.
November is also a time to recognize our Veterans; those who have served in the United States Armed Forces
and who continue to serve and to sacrifice to keep our country safe and free. I have always been proud to
preside over the Veteran’s ceremonies in town. A few years ago I shared that I am fortunate to also honor
veterans and real life heroes in my own family. Both of my grandfathers are veterans and fought in World War II.
My father’s father fought with the Navy in Africa and in Europe during WW II. My father proudly served with the
Army during the Vietnam era. Watching my brother graduate from the Air Force Academy in 1996 was one of the
greatest, most prideful moments of my life. For those who have not witnessed an Academy graduation, please
add that to your bucket list. As I witnessed the jets fly overhead piercing the sky at the same time the graduation
caps were tossed in the air, I was overcome with a feeling of immense pride…it was truly indescribable. I also
realize his immense sacrifice and understand that he put his life in harm’s way in order to secure my freedom.
God Bless all of you and God Bless America.
I wish you all a Happy Thanksgiving.
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Holmdel Welcomes Our New Administrator
Earlier this month Holmdel Township
welcomed Cherron P. Rountree as its new
Township Administrator. Prior to coming to
Holmdel Ms. Rountree served as Borough
Administrator in Eatontown, where she was
responsible for the administration of a $25
million budget and the day-to-day operations
of the borough and its 125 employees. In
addition, she was involved in major
redevelopment efforts, including the Monmouth
Mall and Fort Monmouth projects.
Ms. Rountree was also the Business
Administrator for the City of Rahway for six
years. From 2007 to 2013 she worked for Union County
variously as Deputy Director of the Department
of Parks and Community Renewal, Director of
the Division of Intergovernmental Policy and
Planning, and Director of Intergovernmental Relations. She also was employed by the Borough of
Roselle as Director of Economic Development Programs/Urban Enterprise Zone Coordinator.
Ms. Rountree received a Bachelor of Arts degree in Political Science and Psychology from Rutgers University,
and earned a Master of Public Administration with a specialization in Management from New York University,
Wagner School of Public Service. She is a part-time lecturer at Rutgers University.
Among her other accomplishments, Cherron was the 2014 Gateway Chamber of Commerce Business
Administrator of the Year, former chairwoman of the Union County Improvement Authority, member of the Union
County College Board of Trustees, and member of the Board of Directors of the Elizabeth Development
Company. She has also served as a member of the Board of Trustees for Someone’s Daughter, Inc. and
volunteered with Habitat for Humanity.
Ms. Rountree’s interest in government service dates back to her youth in Hunterdon County as a member of the
student council. “I’ve always had a tendency to want to have a positive impact and a desire to effect change”,
she said. One thing that attracted her to Holmdel was a similarity to her home town. “Holmdel reminds me a lot
of home. I am looking forward to a new challenge.”
Currently a Long Branch resident, Ms. Rountree is an avid scuba diver and enjoys travelling, music, and spending
time with family.
“We are very excited to have Cherron join the Holmdel family,” said Mayor Eric Hinds. “We had a number of great
candidates, but her experience and leadership will serve Holmdel well.” Deputy Mayor Michael Nikolis added,”I’m
confident Cherron understands the importance of good leadership and municipal governance. Holmdel residents
should be optimistic about the future of their township administrator.”
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Holmdel Honors Our Veterans
On a beautiful fall day Holmdel residents, first responders, elected officials,
boy and girl scouts, and honored guests gathered at Veterans Memorial Park
on November 11th to honor and show gratitude to our veterans.
Deputy Mayor Michael Nikolis welcomed everyone to the event and the
Holmdel Police Department Honor Guard presented the colors. A beautiful
rendition of the National Anthem by Amanda Coluccio-Vargas was followed by
the changing of the American flag by the honor guard. Father Garry Koch of
the Community of St. Benedict offered a Veterans Day Prayer.
During his remarks Deputy Mayor Nikolis expressed his admiration for the
bravery and selfless dedication of all our veterans. Among others, he
acknowledged his father, William, who was present at the ceremony and who
served his country in the Army’s 4th Infantry Division, 6-29th Artillery Group
in Pleiku, Vietnam, in 1968 and 1969. Although a disabled veteran having lost
some hearing in an explosion, William has continued his service by devoting
countless hours to helping homeless veterans. Assemblywoman Serena DiMaso
also addressed the gathering, acknowledging the sacrifices of our service men
and women.
Memorial wreaths were presented by representatives of the Township
Committee, Holmdel PBA # 239, Holmdel First Aid Squad and OEM, the
Kiwanis Club, the Half Century Club, and Holmdel Boy Scouts, and Girl
Scouts.
The wreath ceremony was followed by a rifle salute by the police honor guard
and the playing of taps. The ceremony concluded with the singing of “God Bless
America” led by the Girl Scouts. Light refreshments were served courtesy of the
recreation department.
The annual Veterans Day ceremony, conceived by former Mayor Art Davey and
coordinated by the Holmdel Recreation Department, took place amid a
backdrop of black granite monuments bearing the names of Holmdel veterans
who served during wars and other conflicts dating back to the 1600s.
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Carbon Monoxide Does NOT Discriminate
Cold Weather Brings Increased Risk of Poisoning
Carbon monoxide is a poisonous gas overlooked by many because it gives no
warning – you can’t see, smell, hear, or taste it. The effects of CO are hard to
detect, and symptoms often mimic those of viral illnesses like the common cold
and the flu. Additionally, the gas is undetectable without a working carbon
monoxide detector. This combination creates the perfect storm for a dangerous,
even deadly public health risk.
Although the only way to detect a leak is with a CO detector, it is important to
know how to recognize the effects associated with CO poisoning, and to seek
help immediately upon the onset of symptoms. Common symptoms of low-level
poisoning include headaches, sleepiness, fatigue, confusion, and irritability. At
higher levels, poisoning can result in nausea, vomiting, irregular heartbeat,
impaired vision and coordination, brain damage, and death.
Although cold weather brings increased risk, carbon monoxide exposures
happen throughout the year, resulting from sources other than gas appliances
and heating systems. Lesser-known sources of exposure include portable gas
generators used during severe weather; snow accumulation in car exhausts/
tailpipes, heating and dryer vents; portable room heaters; fireplace/chimney
flues; blocked engine and exhaust systems on boats; and smoking hookah in
small and/or poorly ventilated spaces.
Battery-operated carbon monoxide detectors should be put on every level of the home and near every sleeping area.
Always check the batteries of both detectors (fire and CO) when changing the clocks twice a year for daylight savings
time.
If you suspect a carbon monoxide exposure, take immediate action:
1.
If someone is unconscious or unresponsive, get him or her out of the house and call 9-1-1 immediately.
2.
Exit the house/building immediately. Do not waste time opening windows. This will delay your escape and
cause you to breathe in even more dangerous fumes.
3.
Contact your local fire department/energy provider.
4.
Call the NJ Poison Control Center at 1-800-222-1222 for immediate medical treatment advice. Do not waste
time looking for information on the internet about carbon monoxide poisoning. Call for fast, free, and accurate
information.
If you suspect illness, do not wait until symptoms occur or waste time looking up information on the internet. Contact
your local poison control center at 1-800-222-1222 to get the immediate help you or a loved one needs. Center
experts are health professionals available 24/7 for emergencies, questions, concerns, or information. Services are
free, confidential, and a language line is available (over 150 languages). New Jersey residents can reach their center
in the following ways: call (1-800-222-1222), text, or chat.
If someone is unconscious, not breathing, hard to wake up, or seizing, call 9-1-1 immediately

Are you interested in the medical field? Are you curious about how medical emergencies are handled? Do you want to
meet new people? Holmdel First Aid Squad is always looking for new members!
Submit an application to join our volunteer-driven family and find out how you can get involved. Training is always free and
your participation is a wonderful way to give back to the community.
Find more Information and fill out an application at our website: www.HolmdelFirstAid.org
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Leaf Collection in Full Swing
As the leaves change color and begin to fall, we are reminded that autumn will
soon give way to winter. For our Department of Public Works employees this time
of year is leaf season and they are hard at work keeping up with leaf collection.
Collection will continue into January of 2020. In order to help them with their
work, please be reminded of the rules regarding leaf removal:
•
The Township does not respond to “Call In” residential requests;
•
There will be only ONE removal at your residence during your scheduled
week;
•
DO NOT place leaves in bags;
•
DO NOT transport your leaves to the DPW facility;
•
DO NOT attempt to dispose of your leaves in the storm water inlets or
catch basins along the roadway;
•
DO NOT mix leaves with brush, debris, or grass clippings;
•
Leaves shall be in a “Wind-Row” type pile behind the curb line in front of
your residence;
•
DO NOT place leaves within ten feet of a storm water inlet/basin;
•
Leaves are to be placed behind the curb line NO EARLIER than one week
prior to collection date.
The remaining collection schedule is as follows:
•
Section A: Put out no earlier than November 24 (Collection week of
December 2)
•
Section B: Put out no earlier than December 5 (Collection week of
December 12)
•
Section C: Put out no earlier than December 17 (Collection week of
December 23)
•
Section D: Put out no earlier than December 29 (Collection week of
January 6, 2020)
For more information on the leaf collection schedule and requirements please go
to https://www.holmdeltownship-nj.com/147/Leaf-Removal or call 732-946-2820
ext. 1953.

Call Before You Dig
Do you garden and plan on planting new bushes or trees? Do you need to
remove an old concrete patio to install pavers? Do you need to dig a well or a
simple hole for a new mailbox or flagpole? Are you raising an older home to
make place for a new one? Well, whether you are a “do-it-yourselfer” or an “I’d
rather hire a contractor” and have plans to excavate on your property, whether
residential, commercial, or industrial, your safety and that of others nearby
requires that you CALL BEFORE YOU DIG.
As a matter of fact, it’s the law. Dial 8-1-1 or 1-800-272-1000 before you dig.
The NJ One Call system was conceived, designed, and enhanced to help prevent
accidents that could endanger the public and interrupt vital utility services. For
more information go to www.nj1-call.org.

Snow Removal Reminder

Please help our DPW crews to better serve our residents during and after snow storms by observing the snow removal ordinance.
Parking is not permitted on public streets when snow has covered the roadway sufficient to obscure road markings. The parking
restriction will remain in effect for a period of twelve hours after the snowfall has ceased, and is subject to extension by the Township
Administrator, Chief of Police, or Director of Public Works in the event snow removal has not been completed during that time
period. Any unoccupied vehicle is subject to removal, with the owner being responsible for the costs of removal and storage. Upon
conviction for a violation of the ordinance, a fine of $100 for a first offense will be imposed, with a possible $500 fine for a subsequent
offense.

Cooking with Antonietta...

Christmas Celebration!

Menu to Include:
Mezzi Rigatoni with
White Wine & Cod
Fennel & Orange Salad with Walnuts
Persimmons & Pear Crumble

Thursday, December 19th 2019
12:30pm - 2:00pm
Community Center
$15.00 per person - Resident
$20.00 per person - Non-Resident
To register online visit:
register.communitypass.net/holmdel
or fill out the below information
Patron Name: __________________________________________________
Address: _______________________________________________________
Phone Number:_________________________________________________
E-mail: _________________________________________________________
Payment Method:
Cash
Check
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Holmdel Historical Society Restoring Old St. Catharine’s Church A

restoration project began five years ago by the Holmdel Historical Society (HHS) is continuing
on the old St. Catharine’s Church located on Stillwell Road. Built in 1879, the church was in
need of significant work both inside and out. The Holmdel Township Committee recently
matched a $5,000 grant from the Monmouth County Historical Commission to assist in
funding the project. Those amounts were combined with $5,000 in HHS funds.
HHS President Peter Maneri is grateful for the financial support, but indicated the work is
proceeding slower than expected. “We’ve had some issues with some contractors. In addition,
several layers of old paint had to be sandblasted off the exterior walls.” Next, the exposed wood
had to be sanded down in preparation for the application of a new solid stain. Rhonda BeckEdwards, HHS Treasurer, researched old pictures of churches in order to come up with
appropriate colors for the period. “There are some minor repairs needed to the exterior trim
prior to staining,” she said.
Despite some obstacles, other parts of the project have been completed. A new electrical panel
was recently installed. Mr. Maneri took down the interior drywall himself, and the drop ceiling
has been removed. Another major item to be addressed is the repair and restoration of the
thirteen stained glass windows. He’s also anxious to see what is underneath the linoleum
flooring. “There’s probably some beautiful wood under there.”
“The Holmdel Historical Society (HHS) appreciates the financial support of individuals,
foundations, corporations and government agencies”, Ms. Beck-Edwards said. In addition to
financial support, HHS would welcome any help from volunteers or tradesmen willing to
donate their services. Following the completion of this renovation, HHS hopes to use this site
as a museum that will celebrate Holmdel’s historic roots. To join the HHS or to support their
preservation project at the Old St. Catherine’s Church please contact Peter Maneri at (732)
768-7583 or (732) 685- 4450. For more information please visit
www.holmdelhistoricalsociety.org.
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Cross Farm Recreation Field Improvements

"Holmdel Connect"App Discontinued
After a trial period the Township has decided to discontinue the mobile app and
the SeeClickFix feature on our website. Please contact the appropriate township
department directly at 732-946-2820 with any questions or concerns.

CodeRED Community Notifications
Holmdel has returned to the CodeRED
community notification system, a reliable
platform that allows township personnel and
elected officials to effectively communicate with
residents about emergency situations and
severe weather warnings, as well as local
happenings like community days, festivals and
sporting events.

If you do not have access to the internet, forms are available at our Police
Dispatch. Fill one out and we will get you signed up.
We encourage everyone to register for this important service. For more
information visit www.holmdeltownship-nj.com/557/CodeRED-CommunityNotifications.
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Neighborhood Liaison Program
Building a Relationship With the Community

Everyone knows how to contact the Police in an emergency, but many are unsure whom to contact in non-emergency situations.
People with questions or concerns may be reluctant to call because they don't want to "bother" the Police. A team of officers has
been assigned to liaison with different neighborhoods in our community. Every area is covered and the Officer assigned to your
neighborhood is your contact person for any non-emergency question, problem or suggestion that you may have. If you need
assistance with any "quality of life" issues, or if you need assistance from any other Township Agency, our Officers will do their best
to assist you. This program is one-of-a-kind, and there is no doubt it will benefit both our residents and the Police. It will allow you
to know the Officers more informally and give you access to an "open line of communication" with your Police Department. Again
we would like to point out that this program is for non-emergencies. Feel free to contact your specific Liaison Officer for your
neighborhood. If they are not available, simply leave them a message or send an email. They will call you back, or stop by to see you
as soon as possible. We are looking forward to working with you to help make our Community a better place to live.
Please visit the link to find the contact information for your Liaison Officer:
http://holmdelpolice.org/292/Neighborhood-Liaison-Program

With the holidays almost upon us, Mayor Eric Hinds, the Holmdel Township Committee, and the Holmdel Police Department are
urging all residents to be aware that there are grinches determined to spoil the season by victimizing others. We offer some tips to
minimize your risks and keep the season merry.

If you are travelling put an automatic timer on your lights and ask a neighbor to check up on your home. Stop delivery of your
mail and newspaper.

If you are out of the house turn on lights and music or the TV so it as if someone is home. Make sure your doors and windows
are locked.

Make sure any gifts are out of sight from the outside of your home.

If you plan to have packages delivered to your home, make sure you are home to accept them, or arrange for a neighbor to
retrieve them.

When out shopping stay alert and be aware of what’s going on around you.

Always park in a well-lighted area and be sure to lock your car, close the windows, and hide shopping bags and gifts in the
trunk.

Have your keys in hand when approaching your vehicle. Check the back seat and around the car before getting in.

Do not buy more than you can carry. Plan ahead by taking a friend with you or ask a store employee to help you carry your
packages to your car.

Avoid carrying large amounts of cash; pay with a check or credit card.
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The Recycling Spot

With the holiday gift-giving season fast approaching, please take the opportunity to consider making room for new toys by
participating in Holmdel’s plastic toy recycling program. The township has partnered with Second Chance Toys, a nonprofit corporation founded in 2006 to rescue and recycle gently used plastic toys for children in need. The toys are now
being collected Monday through Friday from 7:00 AM to 12:00 PM and from 12:30 PM to 3:00 PM at the Department of
Public Works yard at 14 Crawfords Corner Road. Second Chance Toys organizes teams of volunteers to clean and prepare
the toys. The toys are inspected, cleaned, and bagged for distribution within a few hours. For more information on the
program please visit www.holmdeltownship-nj.com or www.secondchancetoys.org.

Recycle Coach Mobile Application a Resource for
Residents...Download Today

The free and simple-to-use Recycle Coach application can be downloaded to your smart phone, tablet or another mobile device and
puts schedules for upcoming recycling, garbage and brush collections at your fingertips.
After downloading Recycle Coach, residents will be prompted to enter their home address. With this
information, the application can determine which zone your home is located, and deliver push
notifications to your mobile device multiple times a week about local collections and recycling events sponsored
by Monmouth County.
As well as providing residents with accurate event calendars and weekly collection notifications, residents will
have access to a database of items and products the application will advise you how to best recycle. By searching
"car battery," "television," or "Styrofoam" Recycle Coach notifies users if the item is recyclable, and how to dispose
of it safely and responsibly.
Find more on Recycle Coach at the municipal website and download it today!
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Community Events & Meetings
Save the Dates
Township Committee Meeting
Date: Tuesday, December 10

Planning
Board
Meeting
Date: Tuesday, December 3 &17

Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Municipal Court Room Address:
4 Crawfords Corner Road

Time:7:00p.m.
Location:
Municipal
Courtroom
Address: 4 Crawfords Corner Rd.

Zoning Board Meeting
Date: Wednesday, December 4 & 11
Time: 7:30 p.m.
Location: Municipal Courtroom Address:
4 Crawfords Corner Rd.
Christmas Tree & Menorah
Lighting
Date: Monday, December 9
Time: 6:00 pm
Location: Holmdel Town Hall, 4
Crawfords Corner Road

Metal Recycling
Date: Friday December 20
Time: 9:00am - 12:00pm
Location: Department of Public Works
Address: 14 Crawfords Corner Road
Thanksgiving Day
Date: Thursday, November 28
Township Offices Closed 11/28 & 29
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Township's Website
“The municipal website is a massive information center with thousands of documents
and hundreds of pages related to various departments and programs at the local,
county and state levels of government. It’s a lot to consume and a lot to navigate, but
the Township has successfully implemented a more user-friendly tool for residents to
locate the information they need when they need it,” said Mayor Eric Hinds.

A Mobile Optimized Design

By logging on to www.HolmdelTownship.com, residents can engage with eyecatching content from any desktop or laptop computer, smartphone, tablet or another
mobile device anytime and from any location.

Calendar Functionality
A new homepage layout for Township calendars allows residents to navigate a main
municipal calendar, or easily refine their search by maneuvering to dedicated
Township Meetings calendar, or a third Community Events calendar.

The Document Center
By locating the search bar and typing in “Document Center,” users will discover a
conveniently accessible repository for all forms, documents and files that residents
routinely require.

The Agenda Center
By searching for the Agenda Center, residents will find database of current and
archived agendas and minutes for the Township Committee, Planning Board, Zoning
Board and Environmental Commission.

Personalize Your Experience
By visiting the site and creating an account with a username and password, the
municipal website will become a personalized tool for users to download forms,
submit application and permits, pay bills, submit and track inquiries and further
engage with Township personnel and elected officials.
“Over the past year we have worked to create more open lines of communication
between residents, Township personnel and the Township Committee. Along with our
new Holmdel Connect Mobile app and a transition to the CodeRED Community
Notifications system, this new website is yet another means of communication that
will help create a stronger and more united community,” said Mayor Hinds.
Visit www.HolmdelTownship.com and start using the new municipal website
today.

