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HOLMDEL MONTHLY
Community news and updates from the Township of Holmdel

Fire Safety Study
Unveiled; Volunteer
Campaign Underway
Township details volunteer initiative
The anticipated fire safety study commissioned
by the Township was published to the home
page of the municipal website on Jan. 31.
The study is an in-depth look of the Holmdel
Fire Department Master Plan, with coinciding
recommendations from the report's author, Dr.
Harry R. Carter.
(Continued on page 4)

Did You Know...
Legendary songwriter
Bruce Springsteen called
Holmdel home while
writing and recording his
revered 1978 release
Darkness on the Edge of
Town.
Back in 1975, off the
success of Born to Run,
Springsteen rented a 19th
century farmhouse
located in the Township for just $700 a month.

TOWNSHIP QUICK HITS
Holmdel residents are urged to
visit the municipal website and
register for the CodeRED Mass
Notification System.
Community members who have
previously registered to receive
emergency notifications must
re-register at
www.holmdeltownship-nj.com
COMMUNITY CLEANUP DAY is set
for March 23rd.
Meet Mayor Eric Hinds and
Township Personnel at the

He invited the E Street Band to jam on such acclaimed
cuts as "Badlands," "Racing in the Street," "Promised
Land" and the album's title track.

a.m. to help clear our community

Since its June 2, 1978 release the album is certified
triple platinum in the Unites States selling more than 3
million copies.

Bags will be provided. Please

Community/Senior Center at 9
of litter.

bring your own gloves.
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Township Announce Recreational
Improvement Projects for 2019
In October of 2018 the Township
Committee partnered with members
of the HYAA and a number of other
community groups, including
Holmdel’s recreation committee and
senior citizen organizations, to
develop a list of potential
improvements for our fields and
facilities.
This list of cost-effective upgrades
aims to enhance the recreational experience and safety of our local youth and user
groups.

The Township will begin working on the following improvement projects in the spring,
and expects to have them completed by the end of 2019:
Cross Farm Park: Field and drainage improvements
High School Softball Field: Installation of new lighting
Phillips Park: Field improvements, including installing of turf and new batting cages
Tennis Center: Cleanup and repairs
Village School: Rehabilitation and improvements to existing fields, including the
installation of a natural grass lacrosse field
Ackerson Park & Senior/Community Center: Installation of new bocce ball courts
The Township Committee has introduced a $2.5 million bond to fund these vital
projects, a sum that was appropriated and budgeted for in its 2018 capital plan.
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Technology Upgrades to Aid
Communication Efforts
After taking his 2019 oath of office, Mayor Eric Hinds stressed the importance of a more
united Holmdel, which is why the Township is investing in new technology that will
enhance the lines of communication between residents, township personnel and the
governing body.

SeeClickFix Mobile App
This simple to use cell phone application
is now available for residents to
download from their smart phone’s app
store.
Holmdel’s branded version of
SeeClickFix aims to empower community
members to become citizen leaders by
taking an active role in reporting
and resolving issues around town in an efficient manner. When downloaded to your cell
phone, the app will offer you a direct line of communication to Township personnel to
ask a question, report a concerns or submit a comments about facility maintenance,
infrastructure upgrades and much more. Residents can learn more about the
application, or utilize it on other personal devices like laptops, tablets or personal
computers, by visiting www.seeclickfix.com.

CodeRED Notifications
Holmdel has returned to the CodeRED
Mass Notification System, a reliable
platform presented by Onsolve that
allows township personnel and elected
officials to effectively communicate with
residents about emergency situations
and severe weather warnings, as well as
local happenings like community days
and festivals, and sporting events.
By visiting the municipal website and
following the CodeRED link residents may pick and choose which types of notifications
they would like to receive. Residents are advised to visit www.holmdeltownship-nj.com
to register.
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Fire Safety Study (continued)

In May of 2018 the Township Committee authorized Dr. Carter to complete study and
in late January he issued a series of preliminary recommendations, which are as
follows:
- Implementing new and improved Standard Operating Procedures to bolster the
department's existing SOPs
- Establish a centralized fire house in the Township
- Following the report's publication, reassess the Township's situation in 18 months
with consideration to transitioning to paid fire safety personnel
- Launch an immediate recruitment campaign for new volunteers
The Township is working with Captain Bryan Choromanski of Holmdel Fire & Rescue
Co. #2 on a campaign that includes:
- Direct mail pieces and fliers focused on vital statistics and information regarding our
fire service, and the benefits of becoming a volunteer firefighter.
- Developing methods to effectively communicate fire prevention tips to the
community.
- Fire Department Open Houses: An event usually held during October (Fire Prevention
Month) to offer community members educational tours of our facilities and apparatus,
as well as meet and greets with fire safety personnel.
- Table top presentations at community events and school functions.
- Appealing to students at nearby Brookdale Community College through the potential
establishment of scholarship opportunities and various other means.
- Engaging the 4,000 employees of the Bell Works metroburb.
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Appeal Made to NJDOT to Clean Out
Culvert near Mahora's Brook

On Jan. 24 the governing body and the Holmdel Township Environmental Commission
issued a letter signed by Mayor Eric Hinds to the New Jersey Department of
Transportation (NJDOT) appealing to the agency to clean out a culvert that flows under
Route 35.
This culvert, which has the Mahora's Brook flowing directly through it and merges with
the Waackaack Creek, routinely flooded during 2018 due in part to record rainfall, and
additionally because the culvert has not been cleaned since 2003.
As the letter stated, when the culvert was cleaned out more than 15 years ago, the
process was completed by the NJDOT, and it still falls under the agency's purview.
Since it was last cleared sediment has collected and built up within the culvert,
reducing the available capacity for the Mahora's Brook to flow properly under the
highway during periods of heavy rain. The reduced capacity causes the brook to back
up and floods the adjacent properties and businesses.
The Township Committee and Environmental Commission have requested that the
NJDOT clean the culvert and the section of stream immediately upstream and
downstream to minimize the flooding near Route 35 and the nearby homes and
businesses.
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JCP&L Offers Financial Assistance
Programs Cold Weather Months
With frigid temperatures setting in,
remember that financial assistance
programs are available for Jersey
Central Power & Light (JCP&L)
customers who need help with their
heating bills this season.
Assistance to qualifying JCP&L
customers is available through
through the following programs:

Lifeline offers a cash grant to help people who meet certain age and disability
requirements, or who receive Supplemental Security Income (SSI). For additional
information call 800-792-9745.
USF helps eligible residential customers maintain electric service by offering a monthly
bill credit – up to $150 per month for electric and gas combined – which is based on
household income and energy usage. For more information, call 800-510-3102.
HEAP helps low-income residents with their heating and cooling bills and makes
provisions for emergency heating system services and emergency fuel assistance within
the program. Qualified applicants may receive up to $2,000 in HEAP assistance. For
more information, call 800-510-3102.
The Weatherization Program includes the installation of home energy measures that
can help reduce energy bills. Weatherization programs include Comfort Partners,
sponsored by the New Jersey Board of Public Utilities. For additional information
visit www.njcleanenergy.com and click on "Residential" or call 800-915-8309.
PAGE aids low- to moderate-income households who experience economic hardship
and struggle to pay their electric and natural gas bills. Qualified applicants may receive
up to $750 for their electric bill. For more information visit www.NJPowerOn.org or
call 732-982-8710.
New Jersey SHARES offers temporary financial assistance to people having difficulty
paying their electric bills. The fund helps those who need assistance because of an
illness, job loss or other problem that has created a financial hardship but are not
eligible for other income or age-based programs. For additional information call 866657-4273 or visit www.njshares.org.
JCP&L residential customers also can manage their electric bills through the Equal
Payment Plan (EPP). With EPP, customers can make consistent monthly payments to
avoid seasonal highs and lows in their electric bills. To apply or learn more about other
JCP&L programs, visit www.firstenergycorp.com/billassist or call 800-662-3115.
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Township Recycling
Holmdel's push to create a cleaner, greener,
recycling culture has
motivated Township officials to provide
community member with a cuttingedge digital tool in the Recycle Coach app.
Implemented in August
2018, the app simplifies the recycling
process by placing municipal collection
schedules for recycling, brush and leaves,
and more at your fingertips.
Please visit www.holmdeltownship-nj.com/188/Recycling for details on:
- Recycling zones
- Acceptable and non-acceptable items
- Tire disposal
- Styrofoam disposal
- Large item drop off
- Leaf and brush removal
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Traffic Safety Improvements Continue;
New Signs Installed at Intersection
Township officials and the governing
body have worked closely with the
Holmdel Township Police
Department since 2015 to address
resident concerns about the four-way
intersection of Holland Road,
Telegraph Hill Road, Takolusa Drive
and South Holland Road.
The partnership has led to various
safety efforts near the intersection,
including the most recent installation
of a sign that reads "Cross Traffic
Does Not Stop."
The sign is meant to alert travelers
stopped at South Holland Road and
Takolusa Drive that this intersection
is not a four-way stop, and those
crossing the intersection from
Holland Road and Telegraph Hill Road
have the right of way.
Since the initiative to improve traffic
safety at the intersection has been
underway, Sgt. Christopher Cherney
said the police department has
studied and documented incidences
at the intersection, and made “several
recommendations” for upgrades.

A Positive Trend
Since 2015 the Holmdel Police Department has
tracked motor vehicle collisions (MVC) at the
intersection.
View the trend of reported collisions below:
2015: 8
2016: 8
2017: 4
2018: 3
2019: 1 (through January)

Beginning in 2016, the Police
Department began an aggressive
enforcement initiative at the
intersection, including patrolling for
stop sign violations, speeding, and
failure to yield the right of way.
The township and police department
are currently working with Township
Engineer, T&M Associates, regarding
those recommendations. Once the
engineer completes their assessment,
the governing body will collaborate
with the police department to
implement further traffic safety
improvements at the intersection.

